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Contractors use a crane to right an M-113 armored personnel carrier that flipped at Shu'aiba Port, Kuwait, on Tuesday.
A hole dug to free a soldier trapped inside is visible beneath the vehicle.
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States

Church sex-abuse scandal: Seven-
teen adults who sued the Philadelphia
archdiocese for alleged child sexual
abuse by Roman Catholic clergy waited
too long to file suit, a judge ruled.

Judge Arnold New re]ecled claims that a
cover-up by the archdiocese helped hide the
abuse from the victims’ families, preventing
them from suing within the two-year time

limit.

The alleged abuse dates from 1957 to
1983. Until 1984, child sexual assault vic-
tims had two years to file suit. A 2002 law ex-
tended that deadline to an alleged victim’s
30th birthday, but the new law is not retroac-
tive.

Utah wife death: Family and friends of
Lori Hacking gathered Saturday in Orem,
Utah, for a memorial service to remember
the woman who authorities believe was
slain by her husband while she slept.

About 600 people attended the service, in-
cluding the parents of both Lori Hacking
and her husband, Mark, who has been
charged with her murder.

Jackson case: The Santa Barbara, Calif.,
sheriff has asked a judge’s permission to re-
lease the results of a state probe mto allega-
tions that Michael Jackson was “manhan-
dled” by authorities after his arrest for in-
vestigation of child molestation.

Sheriff Jim Anderson sked for a state in-
vestigation last year after Jackson claimed
he was mistreated while in custody.

James memorial: Grammy Award-win-
ning funk singer Rick James was laid to rest
Saturday in his hometown of Buffalo, N.Y.,
where 6,000 people waited for hours to pay
their final respects.

The line of mourners stretched more than
two city blocks for the funeral service. Sev-
enty gospel singers and a band performed a
Tively tribute.

James was to be cremated after the ser-
vice, funeral director Vincent Amigone
said.

An autopsy has failed to determine what
caused the singer’s death. Results of a toxi-
cology test were pending. James, who suf-
fered a stroke in 1998, was a diabetic and
had a pacemaker.

Calif. wildfire: A wind-fueled wildfire
roared through an old mining town in north-
ern California on Sunday, destroying 20
homes and forcing nearly 125 residents to
flee, officials said.

The blaze broke out Saturday afternoon
and quickly grew to 2,500 acres, sweeping
through the mountain community of French
Gulch, said Linda Galvan, spokeswoman for
the California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection.

The cause of the fire was still under inves-
tigation.

World

Sudanese crisis: About 140 Rwandan sol-
diers arrived in Sudan’s troubled Darfur re-
gion Sunday, becoming the first foreign
armed force deployed in the Irag-sized re-
gion since Arab militiamen began attacking
black African farmers.

The Rwandan contingent was airlifted to
Darfur to protect unarmed military observ-
ers monitoring a four-month ceasefire be-
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Burundi massacre: Tutsi refugees from Congo who survived a massacre by Hutu extremists
at the U.N.-run camp in Gatumba, Burundi, begin the grim task Sunday of identifying 150

bodi
remi

of relatives and friends who were shot, hacked and burned to death in ethnic violence
scent of the 1994 genocide in neighboring Rwanda. A Burundian Hutu rebel group

claimed responsibility for the attack late Friday on the refugee camp in Gatumba, which
sheltered Congolese Tutsis who had fled fighting in their troubled country.

tween Sudanese government forces and
rebels.

Palestinian unrest: About 1,600 Palestin-
ian prisoners began a hunger strike Sunday
to protest conditions in Israeli jails, despite
a warning by Israel’s public security minis-
ter that they could “starve to death” before
he agrees to ease restrictions.

An extended fast by this many inmates
would be the biggest challenge to Israeli
prison authorities since the outbreak of Is-
raeli-Palestinian fighting in 2000. The re-
maining Palestinian prisoners and detain-
ees — Israel holds a total of about 7,500 —
are to join the hunger strike by the end of
the week, organizers said.

The strike was organized by the main Pal-
estinian factions — the Islamic militant
Hamas and Islamic Jihad, and the Fatah
movement of Palesti
Arafat. The hunger strikers want more ac-
cess to phones, a cessation of strip searches
and family visits.

Israeli Public Security Minister Tzahi
Hanegbi said over the weekend that Israel
would not give in to the prisoners’ demands.

Georgia cease-fire: Authorities in Geor-
gia and its breakaway South Ossetia region
accused each other of violating a cease-fire
Sunday.

The claims of new exchanges of fire came
hours after Georgian and South Ossetian of-
ficials pledged to observe a cease-fire
reached Friday in a bid to ease mounting
tension in the region in northern Georgia.

Detained professor: China has denied al-
legations that it mistreated a Chinese-born
American college professor accused of spy-
ing before deporting him earlier this month,
state media said Sunday.

Fei-Ling Wang, a professor at the Georgia
Institute of Technology in Atlanta, was de-
tained in China for two weeks on espionage
charges and released Aug. 8, when he re-
turned to the United States.

Wang, a naturalized American citizen,
was arrested July 25.

Sri Lankan rebels: Sri Lanka’s Tamil
Tiger rebels have refused to discuss a gov-
ernment proposal on power-sharing, de-
manding that peace negotiations focus only
on their plan for self-rule, a pro-rebel report
said Sunday.

The Tigers presented a blueprint for
self-rule called the Interim Self-Governing
Authority, or ISGA, last October. It called
for a largely mdependenl territory with con-
trol over its own administration, police and
legal system, unrestricted access to the sea,
and the right to collect taxes and receive di’
rect foreign aid.

U.N. presence in Kosovo: The new UN.
administrator for Kosovo was set to formal-
ly take control Sunday of a province that has
remained deeply divided along ethnic lines
since the end of a 1999 war.

Soren Jessen-Petersen, a Danish refugee
expert and former European Union repre-
sentative to Macedonia, was named to the
post on June 16 by U.N. Secretary-General
Kofi Annan. He replaces Harri Holkeri, a
former Finish prime minister, who resigned
because of ill health in May after serving for
less than a year in the tense province.

War on terrorism

Diplomat hostage: Iran on Sunday reject-
ed conditions set by a militant group hold-
ing a top Iranian diplomat hostage in Bagh-
dad, saying Tehran was not holding Iraqi
prisoners to exchange.

‘A militant group holding Iranian diplomat
Faridoun Jihani has said it would release
him if Iran frees 500 Iraqi prisoners it is
holding, the pan-Arab Al-Jazeera television
station reported early Sunday.

ut Vice President Mohammad Ali Abta-
hi told The Associated Press that there are
1o Iragi prisoners in Iran nor Iranian prison-
ers in Iraq.
Stories and photo from The Associated Press

Messdges of Supporf

Twa little boys in Brooklyn NY sleep
soundly tonight because YOU are

keeping the monsters away. Thank you for
making the world a safe place for kids to live
in freedom. With lave and prayers for your
safe return home, Terie R

Thank you for
keeping our
country safe from the tyranny of the world.
Each day my friends and family pray for your
safety, victory, and homecoming, We
remember the price of freedom and the
sacrifice that is needed to make sure that the

United States remains strong. 1 you begin
to feel down or discouraged, please know
that we love you and sincerely think of you
and your safety constantly!  God Bless
America, Lori. Jasper, Alabama
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Gunfire, explosions shake

BY ABDUL HUSSEIN AL-OBEIDI
The Associated Press

NAJAF, Iraq — Explosions and gunfire
shook the center of Najaf on Sunday as
U.S. troops in armored vehicles and tanks
rolled back into the holy city and new fight-
ing broke out after truce talks collapsed.

The new U.S. offensive in Najaf cast a
pall over Sunday’s opening of the National
Conference, a gathering of more than
1,000 delegates from across Iraq seen as a
key step toward democracy in the country
[See related story on Page 4].

Hours after the conference opened, in-
surgents fired a barrage of mortars that hit
a commuter bus station in central Bagh-
dad, killing two people and wounding 17
others, according to the Health Ministry.

The barrage apparently targeted the cap-
ital’s Green Zone, the heavily protected
neighborhood where the conference is tak-
ing place, but instead hit the station, which
was left littered with glass, shrapnel and
blood.

Also in Baghdad, a roadside bomb killed
a U.S. soldier hours before the conference
began. At least 931 U.S. servicemembers
have died in Iraq since March 2003.

The National Conference aims to give a
broader spectrum of Iraqis a voice in the
political process and increase the legitima-
cy of the interim government of Prime Min-
ister Ayad Allawi, which is dependent on
American troops and money even after the
end of the U.S. occupation.

But the failure to put an end to uprising
in the south by followers of radical Shiite
cleric Mugtada al-Sadr — along with the

Sunni-led i
— threatens to undermine the conference.

Dozens of explosions from tank shells
and mortars as well as constant
small-arms fire shook Najaf’s vast ceme-
tery, where fighters from al-Sadr’s Mahdi
Army militias have been battling U.S.
troops amid the tombs since the violence
first broke out here Aug. 5.

U.S. deaths

PAGE 3

A plume of smoke from an explosion is seen rising over the Najaf skyline Sunday near the
Iraq holy city’s vast cemetery. Negotiations to end the fighting in Najaf broke down Sun-
day, threatening to spark a resurgence of the fierce clashes between Shiite militants and
a combined U.S.-Iraqi force that have plagued the city for more than a week.

U.S. troops who had been amassing at a
nearby base rolled into the area around Na-
jaf's Old City, the Mahdi Army’s strong-
hold, in the morning hours. The new fight-
ing ended the quiet that the city had seen
since Friday as truce talks were under
way.

An explosion, believed to be from a tank
round, landed near the outer wall of the
compound housing the revered Imam Ali
Shrine, the militants’ informal headquar-
ters and Iraq’s holiest Shiite site, said

The Associated Press

al-Sadr aide Ahmed al-Shaibany. “The
shrine was not hit,” he said.

Three days of negotiations to end the
standoff fell apart Saturday, when govern-
ment negotiators called the talks fruitless.

Al-Sadr representatives said the sides
had agreed on a cease-fire deal before Al-
lawi personally intervened to quash it.

On Saturday, about 10,000 demonstra-
tors from as far away as Baghdad arrived
in Najaf to show their solidarity with the
militants and act as human shields to pro-

Najaf’s center

tect the city and the holy Imam Ali shrine,
where the militants have taken refuge
since the fighting started.

Before the renewed violence Sunday,
Mahdi Army militiamen were seen patrol-
ling the streets of Najaf’s Old City.

During the negotiations, al-Sadr demand-
ed a U.S. withdrawal from Najaf, the free-
ing of all Mahdi Army fighters in detention
and amnesty for all the fighters in ex-
change for disarming his followers and
pulling them out of the shrine and Najaf’s
old city, aides said.

But on Saturday, Iraq’s National Securi-
ty Adviser Mouwaffaq al-Rubaie an-
nounced the talks were over, saying,
“After three days, my government thought
there was no use in continuing.”

However, Qais al-Khazali, al-Sadr’s
spokesman in Najaf, said a deal had been
reached and al-Sadr — who was not in the
talks himself — had signed it, when “we
were surprised that they [the government
negotiators| got instructions from Dr. Al-
lawi to leave.”

The U.S. military estimates hundreds of
insurgents have been killed since the clash-
es broke out, but the militants dispute the
figure. Six Americans have been killed,
along with about 20 Iraqi officers, the mili.
tary said.

In other violence Sunday, a Ukrainian
patrol commander, Capt. Yuriy Ivanov,
was killed in a land mine explosion near Su-
wayrah, 25 miles south of Baghdad, said
Lt. Col. Artur Domanski, a Polish military
spokesman.

Also, a Dutch military policeman was
killed and five others seriously wounded
during violence Saturday in the southern
city of Rumaythah, the Dutch Defense Min-
istry said Sunday.

In a separate incident in Rumaythah
al-Sadr militants fought with police in a
battle that killed two people, including one
policeman, said Dr. Mohammed al-Kha-
rasani, a hospital official.

Iraqi government orders reporters to leave Najat

in Iraq
The Associated Press

As of Friday, Aug. 13, 930
U.S. servicemembers have
died since the beginning of mili-
tary operations in Iraq in
March 2003, according to the
Defense Department. Of those,
692 died as a result of hostile ac-
tion and 238 died of non-hostile
causes. The Defense Depart-

BAGHDAD — Iragi police ordered all jour-
nalists to leave the holy city of Najaf on Sun-
day, just as anew U.S. offensive began against
militants hiding out in a revered shrine there.

Four police cars surrounded a hotel in the
city where journalists were staying and pre-
sented the order signed by Najaf's police
chief, Brig. Ghalib al-Jazaari.

Though the order did not spell out a punish-
ment for those who did not comply, the pollce
who delivered it said any reporters remaining

would be arrested, according to journalists at
the hotel.

The police said any cameras and cellular
phones they saw would be confiscated. In re-
sponse to the threat, many journalists left the
city. The order would mean that the only
news coverage of the ongoing violence in
Najaf, one of the most revered cities to Shiite
Muslims, would be provided by reporters em-
bedded with the U.S. military.

The U.S. military had no immediate com-
ment.

The order also said that all cars coming into
the city would be searched and all protesters
must leave the city.

Earlier Sunday, police had advised report-
ers to leave Najaf, saying there was rumor of
a potential car bombing targeting journalists.
When most reporters stayed, the police re-
turned with the order to leave.

Concerns about the interim government’s
commitment to freedom of the press were
sparked Aug. 7 when officials ordered the
Baghdad office of the pan-Arab television sta-
tion Al-Jazeera closed.

ment did not release new num-
bers on Sunday.

The British military has re-
ported 63 deaths. Italy has re-
ported 18 deaths; Spain, eight;
Poland, seven; Bulgaria, six;
Ukraine, four; Slovakia, three;
Thailand, two. Denmark, El Sal-
vador, Estonia, Hungary,
Latvia and the Netherlands
have reported one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 792 U.S. ser-
vicemembers have died — S
as a result of hostile action and
209 of non-hostile causes, ac-
cording to the Defense Depart-
ment.

The latest deaths reported by
U. S Central Command:

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:
W None.

The Associated Press

LONDON — A British journal-
ist taken hostage in Iraq has de-
scribed how his kidnappers beat
him and put unloaded pistols to
his head and pulled the trigger
during his ordeal.

James Brandon, 23, was abduct-
ed from a hotel in Basra, south-
ern Iraq, on Thursday by gunmen
he assumed were supporters of
the radical cleric Mugtada al-
Sadr.

He was freed on Friday, nurs-
ing a black eye, after al-Sadr ap-
parently ordered his release.

Writing in The Sunday Tele-
graph newspaper, Brandon de-

scribed how he was pis-
tol-whipped, blindfolded and dnv-
en around Basra, before being
subjected to mock executions.

“All I could feel was the cold
steel of the muzzle of one of my
abductors’ pistols being pressed
o my temple.

“Then came a chilling silence
.. broken only, seconds later, by
the terrifying metallic click of the
trigger being pulled,” he wrote.

His captors filmed a video mes-
sage threatening to kill him if
U.S. troops did not stop fighting
in the holy city of Najaf.

Brandon described how he
managed to escape, after loosen-

Freed British journalist says kidnappers beat him

ing his blindfold and untying rope
around his hands and feet.

But he was soon tracked down
in a nearby building and recap-
tured.

The freelance journalist and Ar-
abic speaker who has worked in
Iraq for 10 months said the “un-
reasoning mob” of about 30 men
accused him of being a CIA spy.

“Your brain works in mysteri-
ous ways,” Brandon wrote. “I
began planning to ask my kidnap-
pers whether I could be shot rath-
er than beheaded because it
would be a quicker, less messy
death,” added Brandon, who is re-
covering from his ordeal in Ku-
wait.



PAGE 4

 STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

Monday, August 16, 2004

Security tight as Iraqis gather for conference

Delegates meeting in Baghdad will help elect 100-member national council

BY JAMIE TARABAY
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Under intense security,
hundreds of delegates from across Iraq
gathered Sunday in Baghdad at a
three-day national conference intended to
bring a taste of democratic debate to a
country suffering from violence, chaos and
the legacy of a brutal dictatorship.

“This conference is not the end of the
road for us, it is the first step ... to open up
horizons of dialogue,” interim Prime Minis-
ter Ayad Allawi told the delegates in an
opening speech.

“Your blessed gathering here is a chal-
lenge to the forces of evil and tyranny that
want to destroy this country.”

Delegates had high expectations for this
unprecedented gathering of religious, polit-
ical and civic leaders, which will help elect
a 100-member national council to act as a
watchdog over the interim government
ahead of elections scheduled for January.

“I’s a great day in Iraq’s history,” said
delegate Mithal al-Alusi, from the Iraqi Na-
tional Congress party. “Holding this confer-
ence is an important step in creating a kind
of supervision of the government, in accor-
dance with the constitutional mandate.”

But the conference was beset by prob-
lems even as it got started.

Right after the opening speeches, Nadim
al Jadari, an official with the Shiite Politi-
cal Council, ran onto the platform and
threatened to quit the conference unless ne-
gotiations were restarted to end fighting be-
tween Shiite militants and U.S. and Iraqi
forces in the holy city of Najaf.

“The Iraqi government bears the respon-
sibility for what is going on in Najat. It has
brought U.S. forces to hit our people in
Najaf,” said Falah Hassan, another official
with the group. “Our demand is to halt the
military operations in Najaf and other
parts of Iraq. We will withdraw from the
conference within 24 hours if our demands
are not met.”

A walkout by even a small fraction of the
delegates would be a symbolic blow to the
‘government as it tries to project a carefully
crafted message of inclusion to Iragis of dif-
ferent ethnic and religious groups.

Organizers worked quickly to assuage
complaints among some of the resistant
delegates by forming an additional work-
ing committee, tasked with finding a peace-
ful solution to the tension in Najaf.

At least 30 people were part of the com-
mittee, said delegate Saad Qindeel, from
the Supreme Council for the Islamic Revo-
lution of Iraq, the country’s largest reli-
gious group.

“All kinds, all colors, Shiite and Sunni,
they’re all involved in this,” he said.

Other committees formed Sunday were
to produce papers on economics and
human rights.

The conference had already been de-
layed for two weeks as provinces struggled
to agree on delegates and U.N. officials
worked unsuccessfully to persuade several
key groups to participate.

Though the Najaf fighting between fire-
brand cleric Muqtada al-Sadr’s supporters
and US. and Iragi forces has angered
many of the nation’s majority Shiites, some
delegates said it did not change their plans
to attend.

“We are against the killing of innocent
people in Najaf, but we think that it is bet-
ter to participate in the political process
than not to, because we will have better
means to express our views,” said Moham-
med Ali, a Shiite cleric.

Several key factions have decided to boy-
cott, despite a public relations campangn
that included full-page advertisements in
local papers and posters plastered on walls
throughout the city.

Al-Sadr’s group has rejected the meeting
as undemocratic and refused to attend.

“The Iraqi national conference will be
stillborn,” Ahmed al-Shaibany, an al-Sadr

aide, told pan-Arab television network
Al-Jazeera on Saturday. “It will be im-
posed by force on the Iraqi people as was
Ayad Allawi’s government.”

e Association of Muslim Scholars, a re-
ligious group with links to insurgents, also
said it would not attend because of the in-
terim government’s reliance on the
U.S.-led coalition.

Despite the boycotts, 70 different groups
have agreed to participate, conference
chair Fuad Masoum said.

“The movements that boycott this confer-
ence are free to do that, but that doesn’t
cause the conference to lose its legitima-
cy,” he said Saturday.

e conference presented an obvious tar-
get for insurgents waging a nearly
16-month violent uprising here, and securi-
ty was intense for the gathering being held
in the Green Zone enclave, which houses
Iragi government buildings and the U.S.
and British embassies.

flew overhead. Fi ter-
high concrete barriers blocked the en-
trance to the Green Zone. Bridges leading
to the area were barricaded with concrete
and Iraqi police checked cars as they slow-
ly moved by. Interior Minister Falah Has-
san al-Nagib announced a daytime curfew
for the city center during the conference.

Delegates themselves went through
metal detectors and were frisked.

Quick shovel action
saves 2nd ID soldier

when M-113 flips

BY SETH ROBSON
Stars and Stripes

SHU'AIBA PORT, Kuwait —
The young driver looked like a
man back from the grave as he
emerged, covered in oil, dirt and
hydraulic fluid from a hole in the
ground at the Kuwaiti port of
Shu’aiba on Tuesday.

Moments earlier soldiers and

Disaster struck after the M-113
stopped on the flatbed.

“You could see it [the flatbed]
starting to slide and bend,”
Dohner said.

Another witness, Pfc. Tom Fish-
er, also of Company A, was stand-
ing on a truck to one side of the
flatbed.

“Once he pulled it on you could
hear metal bending. The right

port workers had track slid off and
e “arver® Bre WkIL was very hot  n sy motion it
Company Bbng  and I thought 58 s who
Engineers,  from to the upturned
his M-113 armored there was a gas vehicle. i

personnel  carrier. leak or The  soldiers
The carrier flipped . were worried
during operations some[hzng, The that Freeman

unload  more

than 1,800 2nd In-

ivision,

an Brigade Com’

bat Team (Strike-

force) vehicles at
the port.

Soldiers from
2nd ID’s 2nd Engi-
neers Battalion
were loading the
M-113 onto a con-
tractor’s  flatbed
truck to move to
the  Strikeforce’s
temporary home at
Camp Buehring when the acci-
dent happened.

The vehicle drove onto the
truck without incident, said Spc.
Sean Dohner, of Company A, 2nd
Engineers Battalion, who was
driving a following vehicle.

engine was
running.

biggest fear
was that I was

going to be
burned alive.9?

Pic. Randy Freeman
Company B, 2nd Engineers

might have been
injured or killed
when the mas-
. MZ/ slve machine
M—113 drivers
poke their heads
out of a hatch on
top of the vehi-
cles when they
are driving and
have to duck
down and brace
themselves  to
avoid injury in a
roll-over. A driv-
er who fails to do this correctly
during such an accident risks hav-
ing his head pounded into the
ground by a 25-ton hammer.
Fisher was concerned as he ap-
proached the vehicle because
Freeman was not calling for help.

SETH ROBSON/Stars and Stripes

Pfc. Randy Freeman of Company B, 2nd Engineers is covered in oil and dirt after being dug out of his
M-113 armored personnel carier after it flipped Tuesday at Shu’aiba Port, Kuwait.

“He wasn’t making any sounds,
and all of a sudden you just saw
his head pop out,” he said.

The problem was, equipment
inside the vehicle piled up in the
accident, blocking the rear exit
hatches, and there was no way for
Freeman to get out since his
hatch now faced the ground.

“It was very, very scary. I just
wanted to get out,” Freeman said
later.

The young soldier started to
panic, fearing that the M-113 was
about to become a giant oven and
that he would be baked alive in-
side it, he said.

“I thought it was going to catch
fire. It was very hot and I thought
there was a gas leak or some-
thing. The engine was running. .

My biggest fear was that I was
going to be burned alive,” he said.

Outside the vehicle, soldiers
and port workers dug into the
hard ground in the marshalling
yard, tunneling under the strick-
en M-113 to reach the trapped
driver. They poured water on the
rock-hard ground to soften it so
that shovels could chip away a
hole large enough for a man to
squirm out.

When the hole was big enough,
Freeman wriggled out, gasping
for air in the hot Middle Eastern
sun. He looked like a man who
had been rescued after being bur-
ied alive as he pulled off his
grimy T-shirt.

“Once I realized I was out I was
relieved. I never want to see than

happen again or be pan of some-
thing like that again,” he said.

Nearby, the man who guided
him up onto the truck, Pfc. John
Shoup, of Company A, 2nd Engi-
neers, took time out to collect him-
self.

“Any time a vehicle rolls over it
sucks. It sucks, but it happens. Ev-

hing goes in slow motion,”
said Shoup, who has been in a roll-
over himself.

The safety officer, Staff Sgt.
Vernon Wilson of the 385th Trans-
portation Battalion, said the acci-
dent was the most dangerous
event he had seen in several
months working at Shu’aiba Port.

The Army is investigating the
incident.

E-mail Seth Robson ai
robsons@pstripes.osd.
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Challenges of chow in the war zones

Unlikely fare

BAGHDAD — One of the Inter-
national Zone’s most popular eat-
eries doesn’t serve Army chow or
Traqi fare.

It serves Chinese food.

The restaurant specializes in
spicy Sichuan dishes, the owner
being from that south-central
province.

“People ask why we came
here,” the restaurant’s Chinese
cashier said. “They say, ‘It's so
dangerous, why did you come
here and make this business?’

The reason was simple: There
wasn't another Sichuan restau-
rant in Baghdad.

Between 150 and 200 soldiers
and civilians move through the
restaurant each day, grabbing or-
ders of Chinese food or pi

“We don’t have ... stuff llke this
where we are,” said 1st Sgt. Will-
iam Tager of the 3rd Battalion,
8th Cavalry Regiment.

Tager is based at Camp Head-
hunter and was eating at the res-
taurant for the first time.

“It breaks up the monotony of
eating good o’ Army chow,” he
said, drawing agreement from his
two table mates.

Fast food comes slow
KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, Af-

Fmd Your
Way Home saturdays

PHOTOS BY JASON CHUDY/Stars and Stripes.

Sgt. 1st Class Larry Storer, rlghl, of the 1st Battalion, 161st Infantry Regiment of the Washington state
inese lunch in Baghdad’s International Zone. Behind him is 1st Sgt.

Army National Guard, finishes his Chil

Wililam Tager of the 3rd Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regiment.

ghanistan — For months now, the
blue Burger King trailer has sat
vacant next to the field post ex-
change at Kandahar Airfield, its

Relocation Guide

much- annclpaled grand opening
nowhere in sight

Instead, it just ms there, taunt-
ing the GIs like some desert mi-

STARSk;STRIPES.

Your Homefown Newspaper

rage — a mirage sporting a
super duper-size Whopper along-
side a towering icy Coke and
fries.

“It just tastes better,” teases
the sign.

At least one chow hall-weary
prankster, however, decided if he
couldn’t have it his way, he could
at least pretend.

Suddenly, fliers popped up
throughout the airfield proclaim-
ing BK’s imminent opening, com-
plete  with  $1

Cleopatra bathed in milk — 2nd
Infantry Division soldiers in Ku-
wait are bathing in pure mineral
water from the Dibdiba Forma-
tion of northern Kuwait.

Mineral water showers were
soldiers’ solution to a broken
pump on one of the shower units
at Camp Buehring, where 2nd
ID’s 2nd Brigade Combat Team
— the Strikeforce — is preparing
to deploy to Iraq.

Soldiers, including Strikeforce
commander Col. Gary S. Patton,
washed off in the Rawdalain natu-
ral mineral water that they nor-
mally drink.

The water comes from the Raw-
dalain field north of Kuwait and
is characterized by its purity and
natural mineral properties, ac-
cording to information on the bot-
tles.

collected from rainfalls ...
thru the ages, in the Dibdiba For-
mation,” state the bottle labels.

A good mineral water shower
requires two bottles. First, pour
the contents of one bottle onto the
body, then lather up with soap,
and lastly wash off with the other
bottle.

The persistent sunlight and
120-degree heat at Camp Bue-
hring ensure mineral water show-
ers are as warm as regular show-
ers.

E-mail Jon Anderson in Kandahar,
Afghanistan, at: andersonj@mail.
estripes.osd.mil; e-mail Seth Robson in
Kuwait at: robsons@pstripes.osd.mil;
and e-mail Jason Chudy in Iraq at:
chudyj@mail.estripes.osd.mil.

“Mmmmm...,” the fliers read.

The brass wasn’t happy and
‘made sure the fliers were ripped
down almost as quickly as they
went up.

“The flyers which are being
placed around KAF regarding the
grand opening of Burger King are
a farce and should be disregard-
ed,” wrote Capt. Bryan Klatt in a
basewide e-mail. Clearly no fan of
fast food frivolity, Klatt wanted
names in the combat zone caper.
“Any information revealing those
individuals who are responsible
for this blatant disregard for their
fellow soldiers’ morale, should be
directed to base operations,”
wrote Klatt.

Not everyone saw the pranks in
such dire terms, though.

“I thought it was hilarious,”
said one sergeant, “that someone
would take the time to poke a lit-
tle fun; it actually improved my
morale.”

Army and Air Force Exchange
officials say they do not know
when the Burger King will open.

Mineral water

Petty Officer 1st Class Art
Castillo takes a photograph of
Petty Officer 2nd Class Curtis
Sutherland, who leans out of the
crossed-swords monument in
Baghdad. The two, along with
Petty Officer 1st Class Michael
Miller and Petty Officer 3rd Class
Oscar Reyesramos, spent a day in

CAMP BUEHRING, Kuwait —

Baghdad's Zone,
touring the area’s monuments.
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0ld Glory’s absence angers some troops

Others approve of ban on flying flag, cite sen31t1V1ty to Iraqis’ perceptions

BY JASON CHUDY
Stars and Stripes

BAGHDAD — Troops are every-
where on Camp Victory in Bagh-
dad, and there’s a post office, a
Burger King and a large post ex-
change. Everything screams that
the U.S. Army is in town.

Everything is there, that is, ex-
cept for the
US. flag fly-
ing from the
base flagpole.

Despite the
large  pres-
ence of U.S.
forces, mili-
tary  rules
have prohibit-

the flying
of Old Glory
in Iraq since
Wade April 2003.

o one
may fly, display, post or place the
USS. flag in, on or over vehicles,
command posts, captured equip-
ment, structures, buildings, mon-
uments or any other location in
Irag,” wrote Coalition Press Infor-
mation Center officials in an
e-mail to Stars and Stripes.

The policy receives either un-
derstanding approval or harsh crit-
icism from troops in Iraq, who
nearly all have U.S. flags sewn on
their shoulders as part of the

Army uni-
“That S
[expleuve] »

Spe.
Starlel Loft-
ice of the
57th  Signal
Battalion
when  she
read the reg-
ulation. “It’s
not like they
(Iragis)
don’t know we’re here.”

“Why wouldn’t we be able to
fly our flag?” asked Maj. Rob Cun-
niff of the 1st Battalion, S06th In-
fantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry Di-
vision, in Kuwait preparing to
head into Iraq. “We are Ameri-
can soldiers. We wear the flag on
our right shoulder every day, and
it reminds us of the freedoms we
protect.”

Martinez

they should
have  them
because it is
a  US.se-
cured area,”
said 2nd ID
Sgt. Jose
Martinez of
the 1st Battal-
jon,  503rd
Parachute In-
fantry Regi-

ment. “We came here to liberate
the people of Iraq. They should
have respect for our flag, as we do
theirs.”

Coalition officials counter that
the reason for the lack of U.S.
flags flying on the bases is simple.

“Displaying the American flag
counters the perception that we
are liberators and partners for
Iragi’s future
security and

lic dlsplay of
the US. flag
in Iraq e
ates false per-
ceptions and
unfounded
suspicions
that U.S. forc-
Garcia es intend to
permanently

occupy Iraq.”

Others agree with the policy.

“To us, it's (flown for) pride,”
said Capt. Elena Raspitha of the
226th Medical Battalion. “To the
Iragis, they could see it as we're
occupiers and want to stay.”

“Maybe they’ll see it as we're
conquerors,” said Spc. Sixto Gar-
cia of the 301st Military Police
Brigade. “When we put the flag
on the moon it basically said ‘We

conquered
the moon.” ”

Coalition
officials also
wrote  that
the flying of
the US. flag
could be used
as propagan-
da by enemy
forces.

Tragi ven-
dor  Imad
Sabbar
agreed and said, through an inter-
preter: “It would make people
more angry. It would be beautiful
if they could put up the Iraqi flag
to show that U.S. forces are here
to serve Iraq.”

Walking through the Interna-
tional Zone, Spc. Dale Wade, a
Pennsylvania National Guards-
‘man with Company B, 2nd Battal-
ion, 103rd Ar-
mored Regi-
ment, under-
stands how
the Iraqis
mlghl per-
ceive the fly-
ing of the
flag as signi-
fying perma-
| nence.

“Yes, may-
be
might,”  he

Ramos

Raspitha

said. “But some actually ﬂv the
American flag themselves.”

Like many National Guard
units, Wade’s company has been
flying its home state’s flag.

Others think that flags should
be flown in selected areas.

“I think flags should be flown on
base camps, but if there are other
places where it would be consid-
ered offen-
sive  then,
no”  said
Maj. Eric Al-

Strikeforce
chaplain.

have always
been
tive to the
countries in
which  they
are living.”

“I think yes, because it is our
camp and we are just letting peo-
ple know that there are U.S. sol-
diers inside,” said Sgt. Joe
Ramos, Headquarters and Head-
quarters Company, 2nd Brigade,
2nd ID. “Ifitis a bu\ldmg we take
over, I don’t

Sabbar

s reporter Seth Robson
Sbmiibutod te e report.

E-mail Jason Chudy at:
chudyj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Afghan voter registration closes with millions signed up

BY JON R. ANDERSON

Stars and Stripes

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan —
Voter registration for Afghani-
stan’s historic presidential elec-
tions closed Sunday with U.S. and
Afghan officials hailing the effort
as a success, despite continuing vi-
olence throughout the country.

More than 9 million people reg-
istered to cast their ballots in the
Oct. 9 polls, the first nationwide
elections since the Taliban were
ousted nearly three years ago.

“The surge in registration that
has taken place throughout the
country has to be a very vivid
demonstration of the Afghan peo-
ple’s determination to make de-
mocracy work,” said Defense Sec-
retary Donald H. Rumsfeld in a
news conference in the capital
Kabul last week.

United Nations officials esti-
mate that 90 percent of eligible
voters are now registered, with 41
percent of those women.

The elections have been
pushed back twice largely due to
security concerns and delays in
the registration process, particu-
larly in the southern regions. Mili-
tants have killed at least 12 regis-
trars in the process and villages
have been peppered with “night
letters” threatening to kill anyone
participating in the elections.

To help curb the violence, the
U.S. forces launched Operation
Lightning Resolve to shore up the
last push in registration efforts.

U.S. units have been providing se-
curity for U.N. registration teams
in areas still considered Taliban
safe havens. Despite almost daily
firefights, ambushes and road-
side bomb attacks, those efforts
appear to have paid off.

“Two months ago, the general
consensus was that voter registra-
tion could not go on in [southern
Afghanistan], it’s too dangerous,”
Col. Richard Pedersen told about
200 tribal elders and provincial of-
ficials gathered in Kandahar last
week.

Regardless, he said, “we have
registered about 1 million people
in the five southern provinces,
where they said it couldn’t be
done.”

Pedersen, who commands the
U.S. task force charged with over-
seeing southern Afghanistan, en-
couraged the leaders to follow a
new initiative offered by Kanda-
har’s governor, Yousaf Pashtun,
to begin developing regional
plans across southern Afghani-
stan’s five provinces.

“I encourage you all to become
teammates and follow the team
captain here,” said Pedersen with
anod toward Pashtun.

Laying out the plan, Pashtun ap-
peared to reach out to Taliban fol-
lowers who might be ready to join
ranks with the central govern-
ment, while at the same time un-
derscoring that the Taliban’s in-
fluence will wane with the com-
ing elections.

“We know that not all Taliban

‘A man gives his name to get his voter registration card Sunday as a group of eligible men wait to receive
tl

country’s upcoming presidential election. More than 9 mi

D registration cards at a mosque in Kabul, Afghanistan. The men are registering to take part in their
n Afghans have signed up for the election,

according to U.N. figures released on Sunday, the last official day for registration.

are terrorists. Conversely, not all
terrorists are Taliban,” said Pash-
tun. “We also know that merely
holding a democratic election will
not destroy either the Taliban or
terrorists. However, the success
of the upcoming elections will de-
stroy their hopes of influence in
our region.”

That's fine, said many in atten-
dance, but repeatedly they said
Taliban raids and pervasive lack
of security undermine any
progress.

“The real problem is security,”
said one tribal elder from Uruz-
gan province.

When a government official
was sent to the elder’s region to
help find drinking water and irri-
gation sources, the Taliban killed
him, he said.

“You are talking about all these
plans and all these projects, but
you don’t have a plan to fix the se-
curity,” he said.

“Security is a problem,” said
Pashtun. “But at the same time
‘we cannot wait for 100 percent se-
curity before we start any
projects. One of the reasons for
lack of security is lack of develop-
ment,” he said.

It was this kind of dialog that
military officials were hoping to
see come of the gathering.

“We’re now at a point where we
have to start looking past the elec-
tions,” said Capt. Todd Schmidt,
an aide to Pedersen. “We need to
get people talking about their fu-
ture. Help them build a vision.”

Even as officials were return-
ing from the daylong gathering
Friday, two U.N. election officials
were Killed in Uruzgan province
when their convoy was attacked
by Taliban insurgents.

E-mail Jon R. Anderson
andersonj@mail.est
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Retired Army officer readies for the mountain

At 61, IMA-Europe worker trains for
nearly 100-mile race in French Alps

BY LISA HORN
Stars and Stripes

A quote above Rainer Schulz’s
desk could be a summary of his
approach to life: “It's your life.
Fill it up

When he’s not working at Instal-
lation Management Agency-Eu-
rope as the chief of the residual
value section-real estate, Schulz,
61, spends every free moment
running, inline skating, cycling or

teur 30-something athletes to com-
pete in adventure racing — pic-
ture an extreme version of the
“Survivor” TV series.

In the Scottish Highlands, Sici-
ly and Finland, Schulz and his
team of four to five men and
women would run, hike, rappel,
inline skate, canoe and even rope
their way across gushing rivers.

“All you get is a map with a gen-
eral route,” he said. “You have to
have a compass and be able to

kaX?lkmth ] read a map.”

is  time . 5 And be able to
spent on training &k [ think I'm go without sleep
is for a much larg- .. for hours on end.
er goal: to com- fairly “We slept in a

pete in ultra-mara-
thons  (anything
longer than the
standard 26-mile
marathon)  and
all-night  mara-
thons, which can
last for days at a
time and may be
nearly 100 miles.
“Most of my
time off s in phys-
ical sports activi-
ty,” said the re-

tired lieutenant
colonel, who is
from Berlin.

strong-will
It might be

really, really
painful when

you're doing it,

but when

you're done,
you're like on
cloud nine.9¥

parking lot for 48
hours and hiked
for 48 hours after
that,” he said of a
seven-day adven-
ture race in Scan-
dinavia.

This  month,
Schulz hopes to
achieve an individ-
ual goal that he
has been training
for all year — to
finish a nearly
100-mile  night
marathon around
the base of Mont

ed.

Schulz became a Rainer Schulz  Blanc in the
US. citizen and on plans to participate in ~ French Alps. The
served in  the —andfinish—  race, which re-
Army for 25 the Mont Blanc Run  quires climbs of
years. more than 26,000

A person can
train physically only to a certain
point, he said, and any race of 30
miles or more requires a person
to be in excellent condition.

“But after that, it’s all in your
mind,” Schulz said.

Before 1993, Schulz had never
run more than about six miles at
one time. But after a friend got
him interested in marathon run-
ning, it was all uphill from there.

Schulz joined a team of ama-

feet, begins in France and goes
into nm and Switzerland.

He's an inspiration,” said
Schulz’s supervisor, Iise Merry-
man, chief of real estate at
IMA'E. “I don’t know anyone
who can look at a mountain and
can go, ‘Hmm, maybe I can climb
that””

Schulz competed at the Mont
Blanc Run last year, but after
nine hours, he succumbed to the
harsh, wet weather and bowed

Crash prompts Marines on
Okinawa to ground CH-53s

BY DAVID ALLEN
Stars and Stripes

GINOWAN, Okinawa — U.S.
Marines have grounded all
CH-53 helicopters on Marine
Corps Air Station Futenma in the
wake of Friday’s crash of a Sea
Stallion medium-lift helicopter
into a university building.

“All CH-53 helicopters will be
grounded until a safety inspec-
tion is complete,” 2nd Lt. Antony
Andrious, public affairs officer
for Marines on Okinawa, said Sun-
day. He said other types of heli-
copters would continue to fly and
the CH-53s would be put back
into service as each completes
the safety check.

Three crew members were in-
riously, when the he-

ed Friday afternoon
some 330 yards from the fence
line to the Marine air station. Wit-
nesses say they saw the tail rotor

blade detach from the aircraft
and the helicopter then zigzag as
it lost altitude, before crashing
into the side of the university’s ad-
ministration building.

o civilians were reported in-
jured. Aircraft debris was discov-
ered throughout a nearby residen-
tial district. The helicopter fell to
the ground at the base of the
school building, then burst into
flames in a series of explosions.

The CH-53D helicopter w.
tached to Marine Medium Helicop-
ter Squadron 265. The crew mem-
bers were from Kaneohe Bay, Ha-
waii, and have been on Okinawa
since April as part of the six-month
Unit Deployment Program.

Their unit, Marine Heavy
Squadron 463, is due to rerun to
Hawaii in the fall.

Chiyomi Sumida contributed to this
report.

E-mail David Allen at:
allend@pstripes.osd.mil

Installation
Management
‘Agency-Europe. He spends
most of his spare time training
for ultra-marathons. His next
event, at the end of the

month, is the Mont Blanc Run,
a nearly 100-mile race around
the base of a mountain in the
French Alps.

Age: 61
Family: Wife, Brigitte

Hometown: Heidelberg,
Germany

Stars and Stripes

out after running about 75 miles.
Of the roughly 600 participants,
only 67 people finished the race.

Schulz is confident he can fin-
ish the race this year.

“I think I'm_fairly strong-
willed,” he said. “It might be real-
ly, really painful when you're
doing it, but when you're done,
you're like on cloud nine.”

“When youre physically chal-
lenged like that, some of our prob-
lems don’t appear to be that big.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF RAINER SCHULZ
Rainer Schulz, a retired Army officer and Installation Management
Agency-Europe employee, finishes a marathon in Biel, Switzerland,
earlier this year. He will compete at the end of August at the Mont
Blanc Run, a nearly 100-mile race beginning in Chamonix, France.
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USAEUR Land C

BY KENT HARRIS
Stars and Stripes

Those interested in learning more about
the conflict in Iraq and the role that Eu-
rope-based soldiers have played in it
should circle their calendars now.

U.S. Army Europe’s Land Combat Expo
2004 not only will feature a star-studded
array of speakers, but will showcase some
of the equipment and soldiers who have
spent time in the desert.

“People can come in and see the equip-
ment we're using to perform our mis-
sions,” said Maj. Tammy McKenna, one of
those planning the Sept. 28-30 exposition
at Patrick Henry Village in Heidelberg,
Germany.

And those attending — all U.S. military
identification card holders and their
guests are eligible — have a chance to
hear from dozens of soldiers who have
served in Iraq. McKenna said there will be
several sessions featuring soldiers who
fought in specific engagements in Iraq.
Theyll talk about the fights, the lessons
they learned and the training and proce-
dures that have resulted. Soldiers from the
1st Armored Division and Southern Euro-
pean Task Force (Airborne) will be among
those talking. Visitors to the exhibition
will have a chance to ask them questions.

That’s also the case for the high-profile
appearances of some of the military’s top
leaders. Marine Gen. James L. Jones and
Army Gen. John P. Abizaid, the European
Command and Central Command com-
manders respectively, are scheduled to
speak. So are Gen. B.B. Bell, the USAREUR
commander, and Lt. Gen. William Wallace
and Lt. Gen. Ricardo Sanchez, who led V
Corps and Coalition Joint Task Force 7 ef-
forts in Iraq. Maj. Gen. Martin Dempsey,
the 1st AD commander, and Maj. Gen.
Raymond Odierno, the 4th Infantry Divi-
sion commander, also are included in the

ment or

m

F. C. Hilliard, So glad to hear from
vou, Son. Got the second letter
recently. Have taken note of the new

mailing address for packages. Just sent small
package with eye drops (2), chap sticks (2), and
travel-size toiletries, sm. amount. A few "good-
ies", news, pictures from George W. and his let-
ter, 1 don't have any idea how long it will take
to reach you, but [ trust it will.  There was no
letter in this package because | had no time to
prepare one;. there has been problems for the
supplies units this week, as you may already
know. We were so glad to get your letters, The
last one was especially good. And does set our
minds at ease more, (but you are still in the
midst of WARY, so we will continue to pray and
in agreement for your safety. We continue to
pray in earnest for you, and wait at home to hear
from you persanally, some day soan we hape,
when things settle down. And of course, eager
to see you home.  Dad is getting a little better at
a time with weather improving. Also, he has
cut his stress level some by staying "on-duty” in
the "ole’ bag house”, 1am doing what | can to
help and encourage all loved ones. Staying
tuned to CNN---although not always correct in
the reporting, the eager ambition to cover soon
and as much as possible makes up for the errors.

Howard Aran, left, of the military history unit Pershing’s iine gun
Spc. Bertin Salgado, both members of the 1st Infantry Division, dnrmg the U S. Army Europe’s Land Combat Expo 2003 in Heidelberg,
Germany. This year's three-day expo is slated for Sept. 28-30 in Heidelberg.
list of speakers.

In addition to American participation,
NATO allies Great Britain, Germany, Po-
land and Italy are all set to display equip-

Current
‘won’t be the only focuses, though Some of
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ombat Expo slated for September

RICK SCAVETTA'Stars and Stripes

the gadgetry the military is hoping to field
in the future also will be on display. Includ-
ed among that will be the next line of
Meals, Ready to Eat that visitors will be

field booths able to sample.

The is open from 8:30 am. to
5 p.m. each of the three days. Ad is

n to Spc. Jesse Garcia, center, and

free.

McKenna said there will be more ven-
dors and displays this year and attendance
is also expected to rise from previous
years.

E-mail Kent Harris at:

UK directors making documentary
on U.S. Army defector in N. Korea

Your daddy is on his way to bed now, | asked
him what to say to you. He says, “Be careful,
and T love you'. [ will prepare a letier to send
by regular mail delivery soon, with
family/friends type news; that way | knaw you
will be receiving same things from some source,
evenifnotallis of it delivered in a timely man-
ner. Much love, continued hope and prayers
for you and all who work and serve with you;
Weareall in agreement. God Bless You, Keep
You, Help You and Protect You, ALL, Sweet
Wishes!il! And, God's Speed. Love and Pride,
Always! Mom; Chyrl W, Hilliard.

Hi Son, Kerri told me she's got to talk

to you a couple of times. I've sent you

a letter and a CD with pictures.
Grandme and aunts have sent you 3 boxes, Tl

be like Christmas when it gets there! Take care,
stay safe, and Tlove you. Mom

‘We want to extend our prayers and
grattitued for all that you are doing to
asure not only for our safety but our

freedom - We suport you 100% . Sherri

BY STEPHANIE HOO
The Associated Press

BELJING — A British film crew
says it has found the last Ameri-
can defector still living in North
Korea — a U.S. Army private who
crossed over to the Stalinist state
in 1962 and says he is glad he did.

Pyt. James Dresnok lives in the
capital Pyongyang, where he says
he likes his “simple life,” said film-
maker Nicholas Bonner, who met
him there in May and plans to
make a documentary about him.

“To us he’s the most fascinating
character because he’s still
there,” Bonner said Sunday.

The U.S. military has said that
Dresnok, from Norfolk, Va., left
the Army in August 1962 at age
21

The film crew met with Dres-
nok and with Charles Jenkins, an
accused y deserter from
North Carolina who has since left
North Korea for Japan.

“We were under the supervi-
sion of the North Korean mili-
tary,” Dresnok told the filmmak-
ers, according to their news re-
Jease. “They took good care of us
and they requested us to teach En-
glish to military personnel.”

Dresnok and Jenkins told the
filmmakers that two other Ameri-
can servicemen had died in North
Korea of natural causes — Pvt.
Larry A. Abshier of Urbana, IIL,

who the U.S. military says went
missing from his unit in May 1962
at age 19, and Cpl. Jerry W. Par-
rish of Morganfield, Ky., who is ac-
cused of deserting in December
1963 at age 19.

Jenkins has told officials in
Japan that two American service-
men he knew in North Korea had
died and that one still lives there,
according to Japanese news re-
ports.

Bonner and fellow filmmaker
Daniel Gordon plan to film inter-
views with Dresnok in Septem-
ber, following an agreement with
the North Korean government.

Dresnok remains “shrouded in
the most mystery,” Bonner said in
Beijing, where he is based. “He’s
the man no one knew about.”

“I did not want to stay in DPRK
at first,” Dresnok told the film
crew, referring to North Korea by
the initials of its formal name. “T
wanted to go to Russia,” he said.

“Having crossed, after a few
months, T began thinking it over
and decided to remain,” he is quot-
ed as saying.

“Im glad 1 did, because about
10 years ago, Russia changed
from socialism to capitalism. If T
was in Russia right now, I would
be out of work,” he said. “It would
be the same if I returned to Ameri-
ca. I find it more convenient to
live among peaoeful people, living
a simple life.”
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Allied invasion of southern France recalled

Vets honored at
60th anniversary

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER
Stars and Stripes

DRAGUIGNAN, France
ave after wave of Al-
lied troops  had
stormed the shores of
southern France by

the time then-U.S. Army Capt.
Francis Even arrived that hot Au-
gust afternoon.

During World War II, Even
‘was in charge of getting some 200
tanks and vehicles off the assault
cargo ship USS Oberon for a mis-
sion called Operation Dragoon.
He helped prepare his men to un-
load the equipment and watched
them leave the ship to face an en-
trenched German army in much
the same way Allied forces invad-
ed Normandy on D-Day.

Sixty years to the day he
stepped foot on the beach, he
hasn't forgotten the horror that
greeted him: the mangled body of
a young infantry soldier who had
been carrying a .45-caliber sub-
machine gun and a weapons belt
full of extra magazines.

PHOTOS BY SCOTT SCHONAUER/Stars and Stripes

Left: Military veteran Gene Frice kneels hefore a grave at Rhone American Cemetery in Draguignan, France. About 1,500 Americans and French

at the cemetery on Saturday commemorated the 60th anniversary of the Allied lan
Spain-based Marine Corps Security Force Company Europe bow their heads during the ceremony’s invocation.

“He was apparently struck in
those magazines, and I'm afraid it
kind of opened him up,” Even
said. “That’s the first thing I saw
when I came ashore.”

Hundreds of U.S. and Allied
troops died trying to drive the

Nazis out of southern France dur-
ing the Battle of Provence. Many
of the casualties were killed the
first couple of days of the assault.

the 60th anniversary of the
landing, French and American
war veterans and active-duty ser-

Rhone holds special meaning
to Istres, France-based airman

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER
Stars and Stripes

DRAGUIGNAN, France — U.S. servicemembers
consider it an honor to travel to southern France
and participate in Saturday’s 60th anniversary of
the Battle of Provence. But the event has a special
meaning to Air Force Master Sgt. David Zibell.

His grandfather, Richard McFarland, is buried at
Rhone American Cemetery and Memorial, which
hosted a ceremony in honor of those who participat-
ed in the historic invasion.

Zibell — attached to the Phoenix-based 161st Aeri-
al Refueling Wing, an Air National Guard unit de-
ployed to Istres, France — was able to see his grand-
father’s grave for the third time. He first made a trip
to the cemetery in 1977.

The 12-acre cemetery, 28 miles from Cannes, is
on the eastern edge of the city of Draguignan on
Kennedy Boulevard and is the final resting place for
861 Americans who died in the battle. White Italian
marble crosses and Stars of David mark each grave,
which is immaculately maintained.

“Every time you come here youre just awe-
struck,” said Zibell, 47, of Gilbert, Ariz.

His grandfather was a glider pilot and died during
the landing portion of the invasion early in the bat-
tle. Zibell said he was told that his grandfather was
nicknamed “Pappy” because he was 31 years old, an
elder to many of the 19- and 20-year-old soldiers
‘who served during World War IL.

Zibell has had the opportunity to participate in
other World War II ceremonies in France since his
unit is in Istres for a 90-day deployment. At one of
the ceremonies, he became friends with a local
Frenchman. On Saturday, Zibell was surprised to
see his new friend with a bouquet of roses for his
grandfather’s grave.

“The French are very grateful,” Zibell said.
“They’ve treated us really well every where we go.”

While disagreements over the war in Iraq be-
tween the United States and France has strained re-
lations between the two allies, U.S. servicemembers
were surprised to find how well they were received
during their visit.

SCOTT SCHONAUER/Stars and Stripes

Air Force Master Sgt. David Zibell, a member of the
774th Expeditionary Air Base Group in Istres,
France, stands Saturday beside his grandfather’s
grave at Rhone American Cemetery.

The city paid for the lodging and meals for Rota,
Spain-based sailors and Marines, who served as
part of the ceremony’s honor guard. After Saturday
evening’s ceremony, when the group went to a spe-
cial, outdoor dinner in the middle of the city, the resi-
dents gave them a friendly ovation.

g in southern France

vicemembers Saturday evening
commemorated the beginning of
the historic invasion, which some
people call the “forgotten Nor-
mandy.” They also honored the
fallen during a formal ceremony
at Rhone American Cemetery
and Memorial, where 861 Ameri-
cans are buried.

The Draguignan ceremony is

one of several planned through-
out southern France and the hun-
dreds planned throughout the
country.
The U.S. military is participat-
ing in many of them. At Rhone,
sailors and Marines from Naval
Station Rota, Spain, and airmen
from the 774th Expeditionary Air
Base Group in Istres served as
honor guard. French army officer
students from the nearby artil-
lery school also served as honor
guard.

The invasion and ensuing bat-
tle up the Rhone Valley has al-
‘ways been overshadowed in histo-
ry books and war documentaries
by the Normandy assault, but the
landing proved crucial to the lib-
eration of France from the Ger-
mans.

Adm. Gregory Johnson, com-
mander of U.S. naval forces in Eu-
rope, reminded veterans during
the ceremony of the significance
of their achievement, quoting
Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, the
supreme allied commander at the

e.

“There was no development of
that period which added more de-
cisively to our advantages or
aided us more in accomplishing
the final and complete defeat of
the [German)] forces than this sec-
ondary attack coming up the
Rhone Valley,” Eisenhower said.

A southern D-Day?

Allied war planners began
thinking about taking southern
France in August 1943, They had
originally wanted to launch at-
tacks at Normandy and southern
France simultaneously, but Amer-
ican factories couldn’t build
enough landing craft and they
had to scrap the idea.

After the Normandy invasion in
June, Navy ships transported the
D-Day landing craft to the Medi-
i ion for

E-mail Scott Schonauer at: schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

the southern invasion.

ight: U.S. Marines from the Rota,

On the eve of the attack, as-
sault units landed to protect the
flanks of the invasion areas on
the beach. As an Allied armada
of 500 warships bombed German
forces, the U.S. 3rd, 36th and
45th divisions of the US. VI
Corps attacked areas from St.
Tropaz to St. Raphael.

On Aug. 15, 1944, at 4:30 am.,
several thousand paratroops
landed around Le Muy.

Gene Frice, a paratrooper with
the 517th Parachute Regiment,
was one of them. He landed in
the hills with the British, far
away from his unit. Many of the
soldiers in his unit had not seen
much combat and they were ner-

vous.

“Hell, I was always scared,”
Frice said. “Being frightened
makes a better soldier out of you.
If you're not fnghtened you're
not doing much.”

The toughest part wasn’t the
landing, but the drive up north as
they chased the fleeing German
army, he said. Troops went
weeks with only limited equip-
ment and food. As they pushed
forward, new soldiers joined the
unit to replace the casualties.
The replacements often died be-
fore they got to know their new
squad.

“When you found that people
were being killed before you
even learned what their name
was, I mean that’s tragic,” Frice
said. “The good die young, they
say. And I found that to be true.”

The fighting got tougher as
they got into the mountains.
When Frice heard one of his best
friends was killed, he said his
youthful invincibility vanished.
He worried he could meet the
same fate.

“When I found out he had died,
I think it made me think, you
know, life is fragile,” said Frice,
now 78. “You realize you're liv-
ing not on borrowed time but
fragile ground.”

A chaotic first day
Patrick Heagerty, a sergeant at
the time, arrived on the beach

with the second wave and didn’t
meet much resistance.

SEE CEREMONY ON PAGE 11
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Far left: U.S.
veterans who
received France’s
highest military
honor, the Legion of
Merit, attend a
ceremony Saturday at
Rhone American
Cemetery in
Draguignan, France.
Left: A U.S. sailor
from Naval Station
Rota, Spain, salutes
during the national
anthem at Saturday’s
ceremony.
PHoToOS BY
SCOTT SCHONAUER
Stars and Stripes

Ceremony: France awards 10 vets Legion of Merit

CEREMONY, FROM PAGE 10

Heagerty said what he remembers most
about the landing is the scattered gas
‘masks on the shore. Soldiers had to bring
the masks in case of a gas attack, but infan-
trymen found them cumbersome and
ditched them as soon as they landed. His
squad landed at St. Tropaz.

Between 40,000 and 60,000 U.S. soldiers
stormed the beaches in addition to French
and British troops. Some 450,000 men took
part in the invasion, and soldiers often got
separated from their units in the chaotic
landing.

Soon after hitting the beach, Heagerty’s
unit thought it spotted a group of German
soldiers. But they turned out to be Ameri-

can paratroops. “We almost shot the hell
out of them,” he said.

As the days went by and his unit moved
farther north up the Rhone Valley, the
weather got colder and the fighting got
more intense. “My own personal attitude is
after a while, jeez, I wanted to get out of
there. But you can’t run away, obviously,”
he said.

Final respects

The U.S. VI Corps continued to push
north. On Sept. 11, the U.S. 7th Army met
up with the 3rd Army from Normandy. In
less than a month, U.S. troops that stormed
southern France had traveled 400 miles
and had isolated the remaining German
troops in southwest France.

After the war, Even would go to law
school and become a lawyer. He is semi-re-
tired now. Although it has been six de-
cades since he landed in southern France
as an Army officer, the lifeless body of the
young infantryman on the beach is what he
remembers most about that day.

He and a group of veterans traveled
from the United States to take part in the
Draguignan ceremony and tour several of
the old battlegrounds around southern
France.

Many of the veterans are in their late 70s
and early 80s. His trip to France might be
his last time to pay his respects to the
friends who died and those like the un-
known soldier he saw on the shore.

“Well, it’s kind of a last hurrah,” he said

Nobody tells your story the way

When troops deploy, our reporters go with them.
Contact them today by emailing iraq@mail.stripes.osd.m

STARSH,#STRIPES.

Your Homefown Newspaper

Reporter Jason Chudy tells your story from your perspective.

of the trip. “I'm 83. I'll be 84 in three
weeks. I doubt very much I would be com-
ing to any such thing again.”

Fewer veterans are attending annual
commemoration ceremonies at overseas
cemeteries because of old age. As a special
tribute to a fading group of former war-
riors, France awarded 10 U.S. veterans
with the Legion of Merit, the country’s
equivalent to the Medal of Honor.

Michelle Alliot-Marie, France’s minister
of defense, pinned the prestigious medal
on Even, Heagerty and the other veterans
in attendance during Saturday’s ceremo-
ny. “It's an exceptional honor for me,” Hea-
gerty said. “I'm surprised they gave it to
me. A lot of guys deserve it.”

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:
schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Fla. residents take in Charley’s aftermath

BY BRENDAN FARRINGTON
The Associated Press

PUNTA GORDA, Fla. — As the
remnants of Hurricane Charley
disintegrated off the New En-
gland coast on Sunday, Florida
residents began the massive task
of cleaning up from a storm that
state officials estimated caused
damage as high as $11 billion for
insured homes alone.

Florida officials raised the
death toll attributed to Charley
from 13 to 16. No details on the ad-
ditional deaths were immediately
released.

Lenida Caponera, who fled her
home on Easy Street in Port Char-
lotte as the storm approached, re-
turned to find it completely de-
stroyed.

“You can go from house to
house, it's all this way,” she said
as she picked up a pillowcase, one
of the few things on her lawn she
could find that was not ruined.

Chad Maxwell shoveled up
soggy ceiling tiles and shattered
glass Sunday from the floor of the
real estate office where he works
in Punta Gorda. Looking at the
coffee shop next door, which lost
its second floor, and a florist with
only one wall standing, he de-
scribed his 1mpresslon of down-
town: “Beirut.”

“It looks like a bomb zone. Ev-
erything’s gone. Everything’s
tore up,” he said.

The Rev. Leroy Martin set up
two dozen chairs and laid Bibles
on them outside his small Punta
Gorda church, unsure whether
the darkened building was safe
for services.

AP

A crumpled Cessna airplane sits upside down against a building Sunday morning at the Port Charlotte Airport
in Port Charlotte, Fla. Hurricane Charley flipped several planes at the airport.

“I guess it is at a ume hke this
when you realize the si;

was downgraded Sunday to a u*op-

dred yards long, Lee County
Pat O’'Rourke said.

of spiritual values when every-
thing else has blown away,” Mar-
tin said.

The hardest-hit areas appeared
to be Punta Gorda and Port Char-
lotte in Charlotte County, though
the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency declared 25 coun-
ties eligible for disaster aid after
the worst hurricane to hit Florida
in a dozen years.

As a weakened Charley
churned up the East Coast and

Bush views hurricane damage

BY DEB RIECHMANN
The Associated Press
PUNTA GORDA, Fla. — Ma-
rine One flew low over demol-
ished houses, downed power lines
and uprooted palm trees here Sun-

mind that thelr neighborhoods
will be safe.”

Bush said federal assistance
was being rushed to the area.
After Hurricane Andrew hit Flori-
da in 1992, claiming 26 lives and
causing nearly $20 billion in in-

day to give Presi- sured  property
dent Bush a N Gl losses, there were
bird’s eye view of State officials complaints  that
the  destruction said early federal assistance
caused when Hur- N was deployed too
ricane  Charley estimates slowly.
roared through “We're moving
;hlls‘d s&_)tl;,thwesl of the a lot of aid very
lorida city. . . o quickly,” Bush
A lot of peo- lurricane’s said. “All I can tell
ple’s lives are ” . ou is that FEMA
turned upide residential {Federal Bmergen:
lown,” Bush said, ’
standing next to prop erty zenx?"aﬁ? eon‘:
his brother, Flori- damage the ground yester-

da Gov. Jeb Bush,
on a residential

ranged from

day morning and
there’s alot of sup-

street in Punta o ¢ tof sup
Gorda. $5 billion to plies surging. this
Bush visited o . )
the state to assess $11 billion. Later,  Bush’s
the damage two motorcade  drove
through  down-

days after declaring Florida a
major disaster area. State offi-
cials said early estimates of the
hurricane’s residential property
damage ranged from $5 billion to
$11 billion.

“We’ve got ice and water mov-
ing in, trailers for people to live in
are moving in,” Bush said, stand-
ing in the steamy, midday “heat.

“The state is providing security
so that people can have peace of

town Punta Gorda, where build-
ings were missing roofs, fences
were flattened and palm trees
were already being cut into
chunks for removal.

Asked whether his quick trip to
Florida carried political under-
tones, Bush replied: “And if I
didn’t come, they would have said
he should have been here more
rapidly.”

cials pronounced it the worst hur-
ricane to wallop Florida since
Hurricane Andrew tore through
in 1992. Twenty-six deaths were
directly linked to Andrew, which
caused $19.9 billion in insured
property losses.

The luxury vacation haven of
North Captiva Island, which can
be reached only by air and boat,
was divided in two by Charley’s
storm surge, creating a new inlet
that appears to be several hun-

The island’s main road was sub-
merged, but the extent of damage
to homes was not determined.

State officials said it was impos-
sible to estimate the number of
missing people, and downed
power lines and debris made the
task of searching for bodies “te-
dious and dangerous,” said Mike
McHargue, director of investiga-
tions for the Florida Department
of Law Enforcement.

An initial damage estimate of $5

billion to $11 billion was based on
the value of homes and insurance
policies in the storm’s path, said
Tami Torres, a spokeswoman for
state Chief Financial Officer Tom
Gallagher. Uninsured homes, busi-
ness losses and damage to automo-
biles were not included.

Thirty-one mobile-home parks
in Charlotte County sustained
major damage, some with more
than 1,000 units, said Bob Carpen-
ter, a sheriff’s spokesman. He
said teams were sent to each park
to search for bodies and survi-
vors, but “we just couldn’t get the
vehicles in— there is so much de-
bris.”

Charley cut northeast across
Florida, hit open ocean and made
landfall again at South Carolina’s
Grand Strand resort region Satur-
day. The weakened but still-pow-
erful system moved into North
Carolina and up the eastern sea-
board.

At 11 am. EDT Sunday, Char-
ley’s center was east of Massachu-
setts’ Cape Cod and moving north-
east at about 30 mph. It was down-
graded from a tropical storm Sun-
day, with maximum sustained
winds of 35 mph.

The storm knocked out power
in the Carolinas and caused some
flooded streets and power outag-
es in Virginia, but caused little
damage when it passed up the
East Coast.

In Florida, Charley knocked
out power to an estimated 2 mil-
lion people as it hit southwest
Florida as a Category 4 storm,
pummeling the coast with winds
reaching 145 mph and a surge of
sea water of 13 feet to 15 feet.

‘Messages of Support.

Just wanted to send a note to all my
* fellow Sailors; Keep up the great work.

Asa retired EWC, | pray that all you
come home safe and sound and applaud you for
the fantastic jobs you're doing. | know \ speak
for many, many Americans when 1 say; "
Bless you all and God bless America!!
Reinig, Sr., USNR-Ret

As a mather of three young bays, 1
salute you for willing to lay down your
lives so that my sons can enjoy the

freedom we sometimes take for granted. To the
mothers of the sons and daughters fighting so
valiantly, thank you for raising your children to

letting your children go to protect us and our
Gad Bless! United We Stand!
Christine Schubert

You are in my thoughts and in my
prayers. You are so very brave, braver
that i would ever be. 1 wish for a swift

reselution and a quick return to the US to be
ance more among your loved ones. Please be as
safe as you possibly can.Brigitte

fami

stand for their country's freedom and for bravely

TO OUR AMERICAN AND BRITISH
* FRIENDS: THANK YOU AND MAY

GOD TRULY BLESS EACH ONE OF
YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE TO OUR PRESI-
DENT AND THE NATION. YOU ALL
REMAIN IN OUR PRAYERS THAT THE
LORD WILL KEEP HIS PROTECTIVE HAND
UPON YOU AND FOR A SAFE AND QUICK
RETURN HOME. WE SUPPORT YOU!
YOUR FRIENDS, THE BREIL FAMILY.
PSALM 31:24

Doug, Hey. How are you doing? We

love you and miss you very much!

We are proud of you and really appre-
ciate what you are doing to serve your country.
Just remember that God is in control. Please be
careful and stay safe. We lave you always!
Love, Naomi

my family and i watch your faces on tv

all day and night. i am supporting you

by only sleeping four hours every
twenty.Our hearts are with you.
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Democrat: Trying to block Goss
approval ‘wrong fight’ for party

BY LEIGH STROPE
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The top Democrat on the
House Intelligence Committee warned fellow Demo-
crats in the Senate on Sunday against trying to block
the nomination of Rep. Porter Goss as CIA director,
saying that would be picking the wrong fight in this
election year.

Democrats should ask tough questions of Goss,
R-Fla., at Senate confirmation
hearings next month, but “my
view is this is the wrong fight,”
Rep. Jane Harman, D-Calif.,
said on NBC's “Meet the
Press.

“To get stuck in a fight about
Porter Goss after tough ques-
tions are asked of Porter Goss
is not where we want to be this g
fall,” said Harman, who has no
vote on the matter because the
Senate confirms presidential
nominees.

Goss resigned as chairman of
the House intelligence panel last week after Presi-
dent Bush nominated him to replace George Tenet
at CIA.

Harman said Congress should move swiftly to
push through recommendations from the Sept. 11
commission, including creating a new national intel-
ligence director.

Bush “missed an opportunity” for intelligence re-

Goss

form by nominating Goss as permanent CIA direc-
tor, she said.

Many Democrats have criticized the selection of
Goss, saying he is inappropriately partisan for a job
that requires relaying objective advice to policy
makers in the executive and legislative branches.

But Democrats also are mindful of the 2002 con-
gressional elections in which the White House and
Republicans put them in a political box regarding
creation of the new Homeland Security Depart-
ment.

Democrats opposed the Bush administration’s de-
mand that some federal workers lose long-held civil
service protections. But the GOP convinced many
voters that Democrats were blocking important leg-
islation to protect the country — even though the
new department began as a Democratic plan.

Members of both parties returned from their Au-
gust recess last week to attend hearings on the find-
ings of the 9/11 commission, which in late July re-
leased a scathing report on pre-Sept. 11, 2001, intelli-
gence gathering, citing multiple failures.

Senate leaders want to enact changes the report
suggested by the first week in October.

“It is an election year, but this issue transcends
politics and terrorists do not wait,” said Sen. Pat
Roberts, R-Kan., chairman of the Senate Intelli-
gence Committee. He said on “Meet the Press” that
he thinks al-Qaida is “going to go back to heavy mo-
torized explosions,” maybe even airplanes, in plan-
ning an attack, “because that’s what they do best.”

The threat of another attack before the election
spurred Goss’ nomination.

O GESTINATIONS UNLIMTED T

RIT IS your Aif forte Oaneed, Full
Liernsed Traved Agency dedicated ity
g vou the BEST dealst
Compare & Save!

Check out var Super Alffaies & many

‘ather fantasti fravel basgains!
Online Bouking 2477

Contact us e check our websiie:
al wiRMhavel com,

RIT. Your Worldwide: Travel Agency.
RIT Ramstein = B 316
HBG0130/6650

0047746360
RITScmbach  RT1 Vogeweh
Bl 201 g 7059
#6719 A8 70
063022939 3136018

Tl

Ad calls man ‘terrorist’

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — A Paki-
stani man charged with immigra-
tion violations after filming sky-
scrapers is described as a “terror-
ist” who came to the United States
“to kill you” in a new television ad
from a North Carolina congression-
al candidate.

Vernon Robinson began airing
the ad days before his runoff elec-

Messages

I want all our

ary personnel to know that we here at

home are praying for them and for our President, and for
the military leaders that God will give victory soon.
wisdom for the generals and prote
you each one and God bless Ame

We pray for
on for the traops. God bless
Denise. Columbia, MO

tion in a Republican primary
against state Sen. Virginia Foxx.

Kamran Akhtar, arrested July
20, has been in custody ever since
on immigration charges and on
charges he made false statements
to officers.

Stricter enforcement of immi-
gration laws has been a central
issue in Robinson’s campaign. His
new ad shows a picture of Akhtar.
From The Associated Press

EXCHANGE RATES

ry rates
Ja%anese yen' i 1E
orean won (Aug. 14)

Israeli man denies
having affair with
gay N.J. governor

BY RAMIT
PLUSHNICK-MASTI
The Associated Press
JERUSALEM — The Israeli

man at the center of New Jersey
Gov. James E. M

March 2000 during a visit by the
governor to Israel. In 2002, the
governor appointed Cipel as New
Jersey’s $110,000-a-year home-
land security adviser without a
background check or official an-

nation over a gay dffdlr aid in e
interview published Sunday that
he is straight and had no idea at
ﬁrst that his boss is a homosexu-

Golan Cipel told the Israeli
daily newspaper Yediot Ahronot
that McGreevey repeatedly made
unwanted advances. Cipel said he
informed the governor at one
point that he planned to sue him
for sexual harassment, and that
lawyers were negotiating a settle-
ment when McGreevey resigned
last week.

“It doesn’t bother me that it is
said I am gay, but I really am not.
T'm straight. On the other hand, to
accuse me of being an extortion-
ist? Someone here has lost his
mind,” Cipel was quoted as tell-
ing Yediot from New York.

McGreevey, who is married, an-
nounced his resignation Thurs-
day, acknowledging that he is gay
and had an affair with a 3

Sources within the McGreevey
administration named Cipel as
the lover and said he had demand-
ed millions of dollars to stay
quiet.

In a news conference Friday,
Cipel’s attorneys denied the
claims, saying McGreevey's attor-
ney had offered to pay if Cipel
didn’t file a lawsuit. Allen Lowy,
one of Cipel’s attorneys, did not
immediately return a call from
The Assoc]aled Press seeking
comment

McGreevey and Cipel met in

drew Cnuclsm and Cipel was re-
assigned

few monlhs
later  and
soon  after
left govern-
ment.

The Israeli
rter,
Yair Lapld
who inter-
viewed Cipel
for Yediot,
said the

35-year-old
spoke rapid-
ly through-
out the interview and appeared
frightened and emotional.

Cipel said he wanted to forget
about McGreevey after he lef
New Jersey and took a job in New
York, but that the governor contin-
ued to make unwanted contact.

“He hit on me over and over. I
got to a point where I was afraid
to stay with him alone,” Cipel
said.

McGreevey and his camp insist
it was a consensual affair.

“These are all false allegations
by someone who’s trying to ex-
ploit his relationship with the gov-
ernor,” McGreevey spokesman
Micah Rasmussen said Sunday.

Cipel said he would stay in New
York to see the case through.

“I could have gotten on the first
plane home, but I am staying here
until justice is done,” Cipel was
quoted as saying.

Cipel

Briish pound
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Egypt (Pound)
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Money tip of the day

CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — Before your
child leaves for college, impart
some wisdom and information
about the basics of credit.

Credit card companies inun-
date students with offers, accord-
ing to Deborah McNaughton,
president of Professional Credit
Counselors. “The companies
just see dollar signs for the fu-
ture,” she said. If a student gets
hooked, he or she may continue
to provide the credit-card com-
pany with business after gradua-
tion.

In turn, students may see a
credit card as a “power card,”
McNaughton added. “They don’t
have to ask Mommy and Daddy,
‘Can I use it?’ ” The reality of the
youngster’s charges doesn’t set
in until the bill arrives.

Teach your child to charge

Ready kids for credit

only what he or she can afford.
Have the young adult figure out
how much she or he can pay per
month, and then limit chdrgeb to
that amount. To keep track, “stu-
dents need to write in a check

thing,” McNaughton advised.

Even if your child is attending
school on the other side of the
country, you can help him or her
avoid major financial mistakes.

Arrange for a credit card
linked to a bank account. You
and your child can both fund the
account, and spending is limit-
ed.

You also could set up a credit
card for which you act as the pri-
mary account holder. This way,
said McNaughton, you'll be the
one getting the bills and control-
ling the expenses. Just don’t go
as far as co-signing a loan or
credit card for your child.
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A ‘Candidate’ for

So Meryl Streep insists that she does not
pattern her character in “The Manchurian
Candidate” on U.S. Sen. Hillary Rodham
Clinton, D-N.Y. “Methinks the lady doth
protest too much.”

‘What it comes down to is a simple
premise. Streep’s character is a scheming,
power-hungry, conspiratorial woman sena-
tor who is evil and bad for America. These
facts are what they are. A few seconds
pass to think about this, followed by the re-
alization that these character traits re-
mind one of Sen. Clinton. Res ipsa loqui-

tur.

“The Manchurian Candidate” is just an-
other example of liberal Hollywood set-
ting out to “remind” moviegoers about evil
Republicans, but ending up with a differ-
ent impression. In this excellent film, Man-
churian Global sits in for Halliburton, but
many, instead of thinking about “no-bid
contracts,” will think about the fact that
few if any other corporations are brave
and capable enough of going into a danger-
ous place like Iraq and doing its necessary
work.

This kind of thing has happened before.
Terry Southern’s “Dr. Strangelove” script
was supposed to pattern the crazy George
C. Scott character after warmongering
right-wing Gen. Curtis LeMay, but it
ended up being Ronald Reagan’s favorite
movie. Francis Ford Coppola’s “Patton”
screenplay was supposed to depict a slight-
ly lunatic war-glorifier, but Scott’s perfor-
mance and the direction of Franklin
Schaffner, who served under Patton, in-
stead made the most patriotic war movie
ever made. President Nixon liked it so
much he decided to invade Cambodia
based on its premise.

Screenwriter Aaron Sorkin and director
Rob Reiner wanted to show in “A Few
Good Men” that Jack Nicholson’s Lt. Col.
Nathan Jessup was an over-the-top milita-
rist, but his famous lines are considered
primers at West Point. Oliver Stone’s
“Wall Street” was supposed to shed light
on corporate greed but, to his horror, two
decades of go-getters have thanked him
for inspiring them to pursue a career of
high finance.

Steven R. Travers
San Anselmo, Calif.

Complaints aren’t ‘whining’

1 get so sick and tired of hearing and
reading about people suggesting that oth-
ers go elsewhere to shop, eat, purchase
fuel, etc. (“Shop somewhere else,” Aug. 4).
We are not complaining about the amount
of ketchup we receive on our order of fries
here; we are talking about something sub-
stantial.

The idea behind voicing your opinion is
to get the word out and inform people who
may not be so well-informed. Can the let-
ter-writer imagine if the majority of autho-
rized Army and Air Force Exchange Ser-
vice shoppers did exactly that? Maybe you
will have to join the crowd because

Dooneshury

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

AAFES would not survive long with a very
small customer base. I mean, how much
do you purchase per month with AAFES?
Do you think you can sustain AAFES exist-
ence alone?

While many see these complaints as
whining, griping or even attacks on
AAFES, there is something else we need
to acknowledge here. These complaints
alert us to semblances of white-collar
crime (price-fixing) at worst or the will of
the people at best. I am proud to see that
there are some who are not strangled by
the overly patriotic advertising whims of
AAFES and big business to see through
this. There are some hard-working and
dedicated members of the armed forces,
family members and civilians components
overseas and we should have certain bene-
fits extended to us due to our jobs and/or
location. I would not to like to pay state-
side prices for fuel nor watch certain
goods disappear from shelves, while host
nation products increase.

If we are not allowed to use our constitu-
tional rights to free speech and expres-
sion, then why even have a military? What
are we fighting to uphold? What happened
to fighting for freedom and democracy?

I see the word “democracy” used be-
yond its capacity, yet when someone
opines something that runs contrary to
popular opinion, it is anti-American or un-
patriotic. The McCarthy era is long gone
— or is it? If prices continue to rise, but
your income does not, at what point will
you “complain”?

Derrick L. Clady
Schweinfurt, Germany

Marriage issue not top priority

The writer of “Sodom and Gomorrah”
(Aug. 2) needs to get real.

He asks why he shouldn’t equate two
adults of the same sex wanting a life to-
gether and the agenda of the North Ameri-
can Man-Boy Love Association as being
roughly the same. Or as being roughly
equal to child molestation. That’s bull.

The key here is “consenting adults.” An

adult can legally consent. An underage
child is not “consenting” regardless of
what he may say verbally. They are mi-
nors. Not the same thing. And really, sir,
why bring dogs, fish and cows into the ar-
gument? Few people g0 so far as to marry
their animals.

Furthermore, we do not need the U.S.
government to amend the Constitution to
define marriage. While Merriam-Web-
ster’s defines the word marriage as “the in-
stitution whereby men and women are
joined in a special kind of social and legal
dependence for the purpose of founding
and maintaining a family,” it also defines
it as “an act of marrying or the rite by
which married status is affected” and also
as “an intimate or close union.”

1 would prefer my government keep us
safe from real enemies, keep the economy
on an even keel, and weigh in on matters
of real importance concerning the running

of ine nation. Trying to regulate
who's kissing who can probably be han-
dled (assuming it needs to be handled at
all) at a lower level than the president,
Congress or the Supreme Court.

Leave it up to the local community to de-
termine acceptable standards. And if the
local community doesn’t really care, then
you should just avert you eyes and move
on. It’s not like these folks are asking to
move in with you.

While I am not particularly keen on the
idea of same-sex marriage, I am not vehe-
mently opposed, either. On the whole I'd
say I'm pretty much unconcerned with the
dating preferences of adults outside of my
immediate family. Hopefully they’re not
concerning themselves with my choice of
mates and plotting to have my spouse writ-
ten out of the Constitution.

While I cannot see myself, a 45-year-old
heterosexual man, wanting to marry anoth-
er man, I also cannot see myself feeling
like I would need the writer’s consent or
permission if I did. Sir, just go into your
own home. Watch some TV or read a book.
Spend time with your family. Run your
own life and let others run theirs. As a na-
tion we have bigger problems to spend our
time on.

William E. Abernathy
Yokosuka, Japan

Travel, Sunday disappointing

Like the writer of “Small travel section”
(July 22) T am very disappointed in the
new Thursday travel section as well as the
new Sunday section.

After reading the Stars and Stripes for
more than 13 years, when I returned to the
United States I continued to take the
paper, even though T get it one to two
weeks late. I learn far more from it than
my local paper by far. The travel section
kept me connected to my old life.

The new Sunday section is OK, but you
need to include the old section as well. Be-
sides, I miss the Cryptoquip and the old
crossword puzzles.

Carol A. Collins

Salinas, Calif.

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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Need to serve is lost on militar

o

BY JEFF BERGNER

n an interesting exchange at

the Democratic convention,

Michael Moore asked Bill

O'Reilly whether he would
sacrifice his son to capture Fallu-
jah. The question caught my atten-
tion because our youngest son had
just returned from discussing
post-college options with a Marine
recruiter.

This type of question is deslgned
to be difficult to answer — and
judging from O'Reilly’s response,
it was. This is because it is a rhetor-
ical device and not a substantial
question at all. This is true in four
aspects.

, it has the high standard of
“sacrifice.” No normal parent is
prepared to sacrifice his child for
any reason or objective, including
military objectives. The same
could be said of any desirable ob-
jective. Would you, for example,
sacrifice your child to expand
health care to the uninsured? Or
even, in the customary example, to
save the life of another of one’s
own children? It is hard to imagine
any objective for which one would
sacrifice one’s child.

The question is more akin to a
philosophy class exercise than a
real-world moral dilemma. Ser-
vice in the armed forces can be

risky, but it is not tantamount to a
death sentence. Were service in
the armed forces a certain route to
the ultimate sacrifice of one’s life,
the armed forces would be small in-
deed. Maybe that is Moore’s goal.

Second, the question is ad-
dressed to the wrong person. Many
members of the armed forces have
at least one living parent. All, how-
ever, are adult men and women in
their own right. And it is they, not
their parents, who choose to serve
in the armed forces. The question
that parents face is not whether to
sacrifice their children but wheth-
er to support their children in the
broad and often risky activities
they must perform when they
enter military service.

Third, the objective of Fallujah’s
pacification is too narrowly stated.
Would anyone enlist for the specif-
ic purpose of keeping supply con-
voys moving into Baghdad? Or to
open a road to a dusty town? Or to
pacify a town or the occupants of a
house? Or to be killed by friendly
fire? Many young Americans have
lost their lives in just such ways.

But these are tasks incidental to
the larger purpose of military ser-
vice: protecting the interests of the
United States.

If Saddam Hussein’s tyranny is
replaced by a decent government,

if that new government becomes a
working partner in changing the
Middle East, and if this helps to
prevent another major act of terror-
ism against the United States, are
these not purposes that justify not
blind “sacrifice” but at least a mea-
sure of personal risk? True, the pur-
poses of U.S. foreign policy can
surely be described far too grand-
ly, but one can surely demean
them beyond recognition as well.
Finally, the question ignores the
issue of consequences. We all
know that the full consequences of
our decisions are impossible to pre-
dict. So are the consequences of
our indecisions. If there are risks
and sacrifices entailed by action,
there are also risks and sacrifices
entailed by inaction. Was it not pre-
cisely the burden of the Sept. 11
commission to consider why no
one asked young Americans to risk
their lives in a serious mission to
kill Osama bin Laden before Sept.
11, 2001? Michael Moore suggests
as much when he allows that
pre-emptive action to eliminate
Adolf Hitler before World War IT
would have been justified. In retro-
spect, perhaps this case is easy
enough. But would he have
thought so in the 1930s? Would he
not have joined the chorus of voic-
es on both sides of the Atlantic

whose refrain was that Hitler was
no threat at all, and definitely not
an “imminent” threat?

We live in a world of occasional
hard choices. Young adults must
decide whether they will serve in
the armed forces. Parents must de-
cide to accept and support those
choices. And policy-makers must
make their best, if imperfect, judg-

y S critics ..

ments about when to send young
men and women into harm’s way.
In none of these choices does
Michael Moore’s question offer the
slightest guidance.

Jeff Bergner is a senior fellow at the
erman Marshall Fund of the United
States. He previously served as Republi-
can staff director of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee. This column first
appeared in The Washington Post.

but recruitment tactics downplay real dangers

BY G. JEFFERSON PRICE III
The (Baltimore) Sun

‘ ‘ ait and switch” is one of the
oldest techniques in the
book for disreputable mer-

chants trying to lure custom-
ers to their stores.

The merchant advertises an item at an un-
believably low price. That’s the bait. It could
be anything from a car to a TV set. But when
the customer arrives in the store, the adver-
tised item is no longer in stock, and the mer-
chant sets about trying to persuade the cus-
tomer to buy a more expensive model that
just happens to be in stock. That's the
switch.

And it’s illegal.

This phony sales ploy came to mind re-
cently when a recruiting brochure arrived at
our house from the U.S. Army Recruiting
Command at Fort Knox, Ky. It was ad-
dressed to my son, who just turned 21 and
would be a prime candidate for the draft if
there were one.

The brochure is very enticing. And seems
especially directed at Hispanics. “The Army
has a career waiting for you. Take the next
step by saying Yo Soy El Army.”

ere’s what the Army offers “The chance
to qualify for 150 careers; guaranteed train-
ing in your chosen career; up to $20,000 en-
listment bonus; up to $50,000 for college
after you serve; 30 days of paid vacation
earned each year; up to $65,000 to pay back
qualifying student loans.

“Or serve part time in the Army Reserve.
Train near home, ready to serve full time if
needed, and you’ ’ll receive

The brochure then lis
ments at lower rates.

“Here’s your chance to become whatever
you want to be — a paratrooper, chef, medi-
cal specialist, journalist, whatever you can
imagine.”

Now that’s some bait.

Imagine a young man or woman who can’t
£0 to college because it’s not affordable and
who can’t get a job because the economy is

similar entice-

not producing enough jobs for the number of
people entering the job market. Imagine
how appealing this brochure from Fort
Knox would be for that person.

The brochure has photos of people work-
ing at a couple of the 150 jobs the Army
would train them for: One is of a medical
technician; another is of a cook outfitted in a
chef’s hat. Why wouldn’t an individual living
with little hope for the future seize the oppor-
tunity for all that training and money? The
asterisk for reservists sent me looking for an
explanation.

That would be “Benefits based on qualifi-
cations. Information subject to change.”
That’s in tiny print, the other merchandis-
er’s boon.

The brochure says nothing about the
switch. It says nothing about what the Ar-
my’s main job is these days. It says nothing
about the danger that exists for someone en-
tering the military today; the likelihood of
being sent to Iraq or Afghanistan. It says
nothing about needing to train individuals to
kill or be killed in Iraq. In fact, the brochure

does not even mention the two main theaters
in the war against terrorism.

As for the attraction of joining the re-
serves, it does not mention that up to 40 per-
cent of the military serving in Iraq today are
reservists, many of whom did not expect to
go to war for such prolonged periods when
they signed up. If they did not expect this, it
might be because they were motivated to
sign up by brochures such as the one from
Fort Knox.

Don’t get me wrong. It's unfortunate that
mankind has yet to develop an alternative to
brute force as the ultimate settler of dis-
agreements. So we need a military. The
armed services have a need and every right
to recruit Americans. But let them be honest
about it.

America is at war, and it needs young men
and women to fight in that war. Joining the
armed services with that in mind is an act of
patriotism and valor. But there is no men-
tion of patriotism or valor in the brochure.
There is no mention of war. Instead, it sug-
gests the Army is training a force of medical
specialists, chefs and journalists. ..

The truth is that the draft should be rein-
stated so that every segment of the popula-
tion is called to serve rather than the seg-
ment most likely to be lured to service by
promises of jobs and training and education.
That would drastically alter the political dy-
namics of sending people off to war, which is
precisely why the draft is not likely to be re-
instated. A greater cross section of the popu-
lation in service is likelier to demand great-
er accountability and honesty.

Don’t blame the Army, though, for engag-
ing in some misleading advertising to attract
men and women to serve.

Bait and switch turns out to have been the
very ploy that the commander in chief and
his secretary of defense — among others —
used to get Americans into the war in Iraq.

Osama bin Laden and his network are the
real, credible and abiding bait. But some-
how we got switched to Iraq, and we’ll be
paying the price for that switch for many
years to come.

Jefferson Price l is the former Perspective
Gt of The S

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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No naked cheering

GAINESVILLE
University of Flori-

da’s cheerleading coach
was fired after he gave the
squad permission to pro-
‘mote more than school pride
at a cheerleading camp.

Gene Moore, 39, said
he was unfairly terminat-
ed for allowing squad
members to wear
T-shirts that listed
“10 Reasons to Cheer Naked.” He
was fired after the University Ath-
letic Association received com-
plaints about the shirts. The firing
leaves the squad without a coach
three weeks before the first foot-
ball game.

Moore had been coach for five
years, making $19,000 last year.

The squad was attending a col-
lege cheerleading camp this week
in Myrtle Beach, S.C., when a cou-
ple of cheerleaders distributed the
T-shirts for Spirit Day. Members
trade shirts with cheerleaders
from other schools.

“Yes, I was aware of it and, yes,
it was a mistake,” Moore said. “I
don’t feel like firing me over it
after I've put in five years was justi-

ed.”

Hate crimes award

cT DERBY — A former Mil-

ford couple was ordered to
pay more than $11,000 in a hate
crimes lawsuit. A jury awarded the
money to the interracial family of
Tarvis Simms, who accused their
white neighbors Wilfred and
Michelle Chaisson of using racial
slurs and making death threats.
The suit was filed nine months
after the Chaissons were sen-
tenced to two years of probation
for harassing the family. This time
the Chaissons were ordered to
move out of town and attend diver-
sity education classes.

Meeting minority goals

MADISON — The stadium

district overseeing the Lam-
beau Field reconstruction met
state-imposed goals for hiring
women and minorities for the
project, according to a report. The
Legislative Audit Bureau report
also found the district met goals
for awarding contracts to business-
es owned by women and minori-
ties. The $295 million renovation
of the Green Bay Packers’ stadium
was completed last summer.

Even bad guys can vote

HELENA A hus-

band-and-wife team from
Bozeman is traveling the state to
register convicted felons to vote.
Casey Rudd and husband Eddie
Rudd run Connections, a re-entry
program for former inmates. A sur-
vey by the program last year
showed that many people do not
know felons can vote once they’re
out of prison.

Connections received a federal
grant of $5,000 this year as part of
the Help America Vote Act educa-
tion campaign.

Stenographers victory

MANCHESTER — A judge
has ruled that 15 stenogra-
phers working in the superior

ROUNDUP

courts can’t be fired while their
lawsuit is pending against the state
Supreme Court.

The stenographers, who use spe-
cial typewriters to take down
every word of court proceedings,
sued the high court to prevent the
state from replacing them with
tape recorders.

They argue that past judges
have promised that wouldn’t hap-
pen.

A judge recently dismissed the
lawsuit, but said he would delay
the firings if the case was ap-
pealed. A lawyer for the stenogra-
phers said the case will be brought
before the Supreme Court.

Cross-state pollution

LAKE TEXOMA — Air pol-

lution from Texas is caus-
ing some Oklahoma counties to
have poor air quality, according to
an American Lung Association re-
port. State and federal environmen-
tal officials say poor air quality
readings in Jefferson and Marshall
counties are caused by smog car-
ried from the Dallas are by souther-
ly winds. Officials say all Oklaho-
ma counties do meet federal clean
air standards.

Wrongfully imprisoned

PHILADELPHIA
death

— A

row inmate who

Colorful reflections

Maxine Sugarman, 11, left, gets a
iling lesson from her father,
ichael, while the takes a spin
around Foy's Lake in Kalispell,
Mont.

“/)/

) him §
The lawsuit seeks unspeci-
fied damages for the time

spent 22 years in pris-

on before a DNA test
exonerated him in a
rape and murder case
filed a lawsuit accusing
¢ detectives and prosecu-
tors of withholding evi-
dence that could have set
him free.

Nicholas Yarris spent behind
bars before genetic testing
cleared him in the 1981 death
of a Delaware County woman.
Yarris’ attorney earlier indicated
he was seeking $22 million.

It alleges authorities purposely
hid evidence from Yarris’ defense
lawyer before his trial — including
the existence of a pair of gloves
that investigators believed had
been worn by the killer.

Yarris said the gloves were too
small for his hands.

Teen stabs neighbor

NEW SCANDIA TOWN-
SHIP — A 14-year-old boy
armed with a military knife
stormed into a woman’s house and,
for reasons not yet determined,
stabbed his sleeping neighbor at
least 20 times before she was able
to fight him off, authorities said.
The woman, Jaclyn Larson, a
20-year-old college student, called
911 and identified her attacker be-
fore she was taken to a hospital in
St. Paul, according to authorities.
She was last known to be listed
in fair condition.

Drowning death

MONETA — A woman has

drowned at _her home on
Smith Mountain Lake, officials
said.

Carole Grace, 64, drowned in
about 15 feet of water off the dock
of her Moneta home the night of
Aug. 3, said Sgt. Harry Clingen-
peel of the Franklin County Sher-
iff's Office. She was alone and did
not know how to swim, he said.

Clingenpeel said that alcohol ap-
parently was a factor in the acci-
dent.

Lanny Grace said his wife went
outside to feed their dog, and he be-
came concerned when she did not
return.

Resort is a gamble

PROVIDENCE — The state

Supreme Court said a refer-
endum on whether Harrah’s Enter-
tainment can build a resort-style
casino in West Warwick violates
the state constitution. The court
said the constitution prohibits lot-
teries not run by the state. It was
not immediately clear how the Su-
preme Court’s advisory opinion
would affect the question’s place-
ment on the ballot.

Meeting the benchmark

NASHVILLE — State edu-

cation officials reported a
huge improvement in the number
of schools meeting No Child Left
Behind benchmarks this year.
Eighty-one percent of Tennessee’s
1,677 schools succeeded in meet-
ing the standards. The other 19 per-
cent failed at least one of the bench-
marks. Last year, 47 percent of
Tennessee’s schools failed to meet
at least one standard.

Mmmm mmmm good

Sarah Montey, 6, of Ripon, Wis.,
chomps on an ear of sweet corn at
the Winnebago County Fair in Oshkosh, Wis.

3 | Jennifer Artman, of Orrick, Mo., rides her Arabain
Glddya‘p *  horse Dispatcher in a practice arena on the opening
day of the Missouri State Fair in Sedalia, Mo.

U.S. Forest Service Fire Engineer Keith

No time for play cks a soccer ball out of a burned

area as he uses a drip torch to conduct a burnout operation on Elk Trail

East Road near Lake Shasta, Calif.
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Peek-a-boo

Butcher, a 4-month-old harbor seal found orphaned in Homer, Alaska, in May, swims
arount pen at the Alaska Sealife Center in Seward.

A Southwest Airlines plane on the ground at the Corpus Chri
airport.

Airport freedom

A vehicle turns around on a slreet blocked by a downed tree in Danville, Va.,
after a suspected tornado caused widespread damage in the city.

Time for a U-turn

Elevator malfunction

NY NEW YORK — A freight el-

evator suddenly shot up-
ward, crashing into the top bulk-
head of a 37-story office building
in Times Square and killing one
person, authorities said.

Security guard and elevator op-
erator Carl DeClercq, 63, was de-
clared dead at the scene Thursday
afternoon, police said.

DeClercq was going down in the
elevator at the end of his shift
when it shot up and crashed into
the bottom of the roof at the 37th
floor, authorities said.

After the accident, another eleva-
tor carrying two people dropped to
the ground floor but the passen-
gers were not injured and were
only briefly stranded, police said.
It was unclear how far the elevator
fell before it stalled.

Serial snuggler sen-
tenced

BATON ROUGE — The se-
rial “snuggler” will have to
keep his hands to himself.

The man who sneaked into wom-
en’s apartments just to cuddle with
them has been sentenced to five
years’ probation.

Before pleading guilty earlier
this year to 12 counts of unautho-
rized entry, Steve Danos, 26, led a
commendable life, a judge said

says.

On July 29, for a little more than
an hour, a security camera showed
a round, translucent, white object
that seemed to walk up and down a
set of stairs inside the newer wing
of the courthouse.

But a self-proclaimed “ghost in-
vestigator” wants to have another
look.

Beverly Lipsinger, president of
the Maryland Ghost & Spirit Asso-
ciation, said the descriptions she’s
heard don’t sound like a bug.

Volunteer meter watchers

ARCADIA — The 30-mem-
ber force of Police Depart-
ment volunteers is now armed
with citation books. The depart-
ment expanded the duties of its
Volunteers in Patrol team to in-
clude writing parking tickets for
handicap-space and street-sweep-
ing violations. Those duties will
soon include all parking violations.
Sgt. Bruce Smith says budget
cuts forced the city to get rid of
parking control employees years
ago.

Off the danger list

PIERRE — The black-
tailed prairie dog has been
dropped from a list of candidates
for the federal endangered species
list because scientists have con-
cluded the rodents are no longer

before
him.

None of the victims was hurt. In-
stead, the intruder roused the resi-
dents to ask about a party, helped
himself to beer and pizza, folded
clothes, made nachos and crawled
into one woman’s bed to rub her
stomach.

Before his arrest, Danos had a
more notable claim to fame. He
drove in the winning run in the
state champlonshlp baseball game

senior year at John Curtis
Christian School in River Ridge.

Lemonade stand reopened

ST. LOUIS — Two sev-

enth-graders are back in
business after the city’s health com-
missioner  apologized because
their lemonade stand had been
shut down.

Mim Murray, 10, and Marisa
Miller-Stockie, 12, have sold lemon-
ade together for three summers,
hoping to save enough for laptop
computers before school starts.

But on Tuesday, the girls said, a
Health Department inspector told
them they didn’t have the proper
business licenses and were selling
unsafe ice cubes. The girls were
using powdered lemonade mix
with ice cubes bought from a store.

Melba Moore, the city’s health
commissioner, said temporary
food and beverage vendors are sup-
posed to obtain permits, but that
doesn’t apply to children’s lemon-
ade stands.

“It should not have happened.
And I apologize,” said Moore, who
gave the girls $3 Wednesday for a
25-cent cup of lemonade.

Buggin’ about a ghost

CHESTERTOWN — A se-

curity officer was bugged

out when he saw what appeared to

be a ghost haunting Kent County
Court House.

The suspect spirit turned out to

be a bug, the security company

Officials at the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service announced Thurs-
day that 18 million prairie dogs
live on the Western Plains and no
longer require special protection.

Gov. Mike Rounds said the deci-
sion helps ranchers whose land
has been damaged by the rodents,
clearing the way for state officials
to control the movement of prairie
dogs from federal lands onto pri-
vate property.

A spokesman for the National
Wildlife Federation said the deci-
sion is a mistake. The organization
requested the listing in 1999.

Armed priest standoff

NY BUFFALO — A retired

priest armed with a BB gun
was under observation at a hospi-
tal after a 4%: hour-standoff with
police ended peacefully.

Police were called to the home
of the Rev. James McGrath after a
neighbor spotted McGrath in his
backyard holding with appeared to
be a rifle

Church officials and_relatives
tried to contact the 75-year-old
McGrath by phone, but were un-
successful.

When SWAT team members
stormed the front door around 1
pm., they found McGrath sitting
in the living room with a BB gun.

City tries to save AF base

GOLDSBORO — Officials

are trying to find ways to
save Seymour Johnson Air Force
Base after they found its closure
would cost the local economy $1
billion. North Carolina has budget-
ed about $2 million to keep its six
bases safe from the latest round of
closings expected to shut down up
to a quarter of the nation’s 425 mili-
tary bases. About 4,800 personnel
are stationed at the base. Air Force
personnel own 2,500 to 3,000
homes in the area.

Stories and photos from wire services
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Oprah to report for jury duty

Oprah Winfrey was expected to make an appearance
at the Cook County, IL., Criminal Court — for jury duty.

A spokeswoman for the talk-show host confirmed Fri-
day that Winfrey would report Mon-
day. She is scheduled to appear
along with some 300 other prospec-
tive jurors, Cook County sheriff’s of-
fice spokeswoman Sally Daly said
Thursday.

Winfrey will not receive special
treatment once she’s inside the court-
room but will be allowed to use an al-
ternate entrance, Daly said.

“Obviously, due to her popularity
and her status, there is the potential
— if she would come in the front pub-
lic way — to cause a commotion, con-
fusion or a possible security issue,”
the spokeswoman said.

If Winfrey isn’t picked for a jury by the end of the day,
she’ll still receive a $17.20 check from the court, said jury
supervisor Allen Klein.

Oprah

Barbie, the people’s choice

Barbie thinks she knows who can make a difference in
this year’s U.S. presidential race — girls — and she’s the
one who is going to represent them.

The Mattel doll has thrown her hat into the ring as the
candidate of the fictional Party of Girls! She unveiled her
platform Thursday at the Toys “R” Us store in Times
Square in New York City.

She has pledged a campaign that will concentrate on
creating world peace, helping the homeless and poor,
and taking care of animals. Her platform was chosen by
girls across America through the Barbie.com Web site.

Marie C. Wilson, president and founder of the national,
nonpartisan The White House Project, said Barbie's cam-
paign shows girls that they can aspire to the highest lev-
els of leadership, including the presidency.

“Since Barbie is such a large part of girls’ lives, we be-
lieve it’s important to encourage them to become tomor-
row’s leaders, and Barbie for President sends that mes-
sage,” Wilson said in a statement.

lllusionist Roy Horn’s injuries evaluated

Nearly a year after being mauled by a tiger, illusionist
Roy Horn of “Siegfried & Roy” wa:

evaluated at a hospital that speclallz—
es in spinal cord and traumatic
brain injury rehabilitation.

Dave Kirvin, a spokesman for
Horn, declined to comment on how
long Horn was expected to stay or
what treatment he was receiving.

Horn arrived at Craig Hospital in
Englewood, Colo., early last week
and was being evaluated Thursday.

Horn was able to walk again in
March, five months after being
mauled by a 300-pound white tiger
in Las Vegas. The tiger attacked him
during a sold-out performance at The Mirage hotel-casi-

Horn

no.

MGM Mirage officials have said Horn has a long recov-
ery ahead of him, and the duo’s long-running show has
been closed.

Snoop Dogg sued for $1 million

Richmond, Va., lawyer Joseph W. Kaestner is nothing
if not persistent. And patient.

He filed a lawsuit in October 1997 in Richmond Circuit
Court against Calvin Broadus, better known as rapper
Snoop Dogg. Kaestner is seekmg $1 million in damages
for trauma and humiliation for his client, music promoter
Patricia Ann Richardson.

The lawsuit alleges that Snoop tricked Richardson into
picking up three FedEx packages at a Petersburg, Va.,
motel in January 1997.

Richardson contends she didn’t know 7 pounds of mari-
juana were in the packages until police stopped her at
Club Flava, a Petersburg establishment where she was
promoting one of Snoop’s concerts.

No one was arrested, but Richardson was searched,
handcuffed and questioned at a Petersburg police sta-
tion, according to the lawsuit.

Snoop lives in California and appears infrequently in
Virginia.

The lawyer took steps that he believes have kept the
case alive for almost seven years, and he arranged for the
Virginia Beach Sheriff’s Department to serve the lawsuit
on Snoop when he appeared for a concert in that city
Wednesday night.

The rapper has 20 days to file a formal response.
Stories and photos from wire services

What happens when
bad boys turn good

Mark Wahlberg is more centered, devoted to daughter

BY TERRY MORROW
Scripps Howard News Service

he evolution of actor Mark Wahlberg from bad
boy to good man stems from the company he
keeps.

‘At 33, the actor, rapper and former underwear
model says he is centered, devoted to his faith and chang-
ing his partying ways. He's father to an 11-month-old girl,
and shares custody with the mother, model Rhea Durham.

“Ah, there are no more pool parties with my bud-
dies late at night,” he says during an interview
to promote “Entourage,” a new cable-TV come-
dy he’s producing that is based loosely on his
early days of success in Hollywood.

“But that’s a good thing. I needed some-
thing to straighten me out. I had a lot of fun,
but I was lucky to get out alive.”

“Entourage” is about a New York actor,
played by Adrian Grenier, who suddenly
finds fame and brings his best buddies with
him to Hollywood, where they’re all fishes
out of water.

His entourage includes the sensible Eric
(Kevin Connolly), the vain and dimwitted
Johnny Drama (Kevin Dillon) and the party
monster Turtle (Jerry Ferrara).

“We knew when we were making this
show that Hollywood was the back-
drop,” says executive producer
Doug Ellin. “At first people might
see it as just another Hollywood
show ... but you'll see it’s really
about friendship and about guys
that could go anywhere.”

Like the central character,
‘Wahlberg made room for his
hometown pals whom he invit-
ed to stay with him in Holly-
wood. Growing up in a house-
hold of nine children, Wahl-
berg says he’s used to a full
house. He doesn't like being
alone.

Having a familiar entou-
rage around was comforting,
he says.

The character of Johnny
Drama is based on a guy who
was hired to be with Wahl-
berg back in his early days.

“He was hired by my broth-
er to babysit me when I was
recording my first album,”
Wahlberg says. “I had gotten AN
out of jail myself and had a

hard time adapting, like a lot
of my friends, but I was given
another chance.”

Wahlberg looks back on
his life now and sees how far
he’s come. The Boston na-
tive, raised in a low-income
side of town, is not afraid to
talk about selling drugs on the
streets when he was 13.

He dropped out of high
school at age 14. (Later he got
his Graduate Equivalency De-
gree.) And though a priest at-
tempted to help him straighten
out, Wahlberg didn’t listen.

He got into fight after fight, was
charged with misdemeanors and
spent 50 days in prison for a rob-
bery gone bad. Life after prison
changed him. His older brother, Don-
nie, already successful with the boy
band New Kids on the Block, helped

him focus him on a music career.

He couldn't sing, but he could rap. Add a DJ, dancers
and backup singers and suddenly he was Marky Mark and
the Funky Bunch in the early 1990s.

Wahlberg’s bad-boy image was enhanced when he
stripped to his underwear during concerts. This inspired
designer Calvin Klein to use him in controversial ads, wear-
ing next to nothing, on billboards hovering over Times

Square.

He made headlines for being involved in fights and
run-ins with other celebrities. The tabloids loved
him, and the public remained faithful despite ru-
mors he was homophobic and racist, labels

he denies.

Friends of Wahlberg’s who were not in-

vited to Los Angeles felt spurned.

“Being famous complicates your friend-
ships a lot,” Wahlberg says.

“When I would go back home, people
who never talked to me before suddenly
wanted to become my friends. People who
were my friends think I owed them some-

thing.

“It's awkward. . . I have been fortunate

enough to see other people go through this

before I did, and I was able to learn
from what happened to them.”

By the time the recording ca-

reer went south and the ad cam-

paign was over, Wahlberg was

ready for the movies. In

1994, he made a critical

splash in Penny Mar-
shall’s “Renaissance
Man.”
From there, he en-
hanced his acting ré-
sumé with “Boogie
Nights,” ~ “Three
Kings,” “The Ital-
ian  Job” and
“Planet of the
Apes.”

Working ~ in
movies  taught
him how to han-

dle hangers-on.
“When I became
an actor, I worked
with a lot of big ac-
tors, and T saw how
) SHNS - they handled things,” he says.
Wahlberg ~ says his life
changed when he became a fa-
ther. It gave him perspective. He’s
also listening to that same priest who
has tried to reform him since he was

13.

Today, his entourage includes a
nanny, a priest and his mother.

“Now that things have changed
for me, I see how it changes my rela-
tionships. My best friend is my par-

ish priest. We can talk about every-
thing.”

Today, instead of talking about his
wild nights, Wahlberg is revealing
that changing his daughter’s diaper
invokes a gag reflex, and he jokes

at he’ll never allow her to date be-
cause no man will be good enough.
“T had to give up the entourage
and slow down,” he say. . . “I was
having a baby, and I was commit-

ted to it. So I gave it all up. OK. I

had to have something so I gave

up the nightclub for the country
club. But for me, it's a good
change of pace.”
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Horoscope

The Virgo moon pulls our atten-
tion to a microscopic level at times.
While swimming in a sea of details,
don't forget to take in the
vast ocean view. It's a big
world out there, and if we're
too concentrated on our
litie part of it, we could miss
the best experiences. Mer-
cury’s retrograde could be
blamed for a social faux pas
tonight.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(August 16). In this year of
just desserts, the venture
you've put so much sweat
and tears into will finally pay
off! This month and next
require you to switch into high gear,
continuously biting off more than you
think you can chew — you'll surprise
yourself. Singles tie the knot in
February. Couples share experienc-
es that help them bond more closely
that month, too.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Even though there are endless
sources of wisdom available, you're
looking for things to be spelled out
exactly. But if the universe were
really to thunder from the clouds,
“Do this!” or “Do that!” you'd defiantly
shake your fist.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
This day is very much like wildfire
season in the high-desert mountains
— there's no question that the fires
will start; its just a question of when
and where. So be ready to jump to
alert, as you will be called to put the
fire out.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Your old way of playing gets to be a
real bore. It's time for another of
your famous *reincamations.” You're
S0 skilliul at changing into similar but
fresh and exciting versions of your-
self that people around you don't
even notice.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
You're the tower of strength now. A
dear friend will probably reach out to
you in some passive-aggressive
way, letting you know how troubled
he or she is. What this person is
looking for s a litle parental atten-
tion.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You're
like a child watching a singalong
kiddie program with the bouncing

Joyce lillson

ball directing your words and timing.
Sure, you're accomplishing some-
thing, but your heart is just not in it
Its time for a major interruption.
Shake it up!

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Sometimes, you get a bad rap for
being overly critical and
having impossibly high
standards. But are they
really impossibly high?
Nature is perfect — no
one understands this as
well as you do. Stick to
what you want

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). You're
getting so entrenched in
work that you're in danger
of losing who you are and
‘where you're going.
There’s nothing quite like the com-
fort you feel around people who
know you well. They'll bring you
back to your roots!

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Continue to stay alert. People
around you are trying their damdest
to hide an agenda, but you're a sly
one, and nothing gets by you. It's a
terrific day for your finances be-
cause you respect your money.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You're prepared for a few
bumps in the road to progress, but
nothing prepares you for the internal
struggle you face when you're on
the cusp of success. Push through!
Take the time to reacquaint yourself
with you.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Normally, a good competition
is healthy, but now, you've got too
much riding on your work for it to be
a fair game. It may be appropriate to
pull yourself out of a competitive
situation. Concentrate on your own
productivity.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Your active lifestyle could cause an
overioad of nervous energy. This is
an opportunity to learn more about
how to take care of yourself. There's
almost no stress you can't balance
through exercise and nutrition.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
The whirlwind morning leads up to a
surprisingly leisurely pace in the
afternoon. You could possibly have
time to go on the Internet and book
travel plans or do catalog shopping.
Have your contingency plan ready
tonight

Creators Syndicate

Peanuts

WOULD 40U CARE IF I PUT ON MY’

IJENT TO THE BEACH AND AS LONS
i M AT THE BEACH, WOULD 40U CARE

FORGOTABOUT THE BALLEAME?)

GET BACK OUT THERE
IN CENTER FIELD
wne YO BELONG !

{OU'D THINK A MANAGER
WOULD APPRECIATE AN OUTFIELDER
WHO LOOKED GOOP IN A BIKINI

Calvin and Hobbes

Jump Start

Cathy

Hi and Lois

Beetle Bailey

Red and Rover

Better or Worse
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Ry CRINGH CRUNGH

CRUNCH

e

.

T HAJENT SEEN WUR

KIS IN A WHILE, ANDRER,
50 T WAS HARD 0 GUESS
WHAT SIZE FLOWER CHIL- 0
DREN OUTFITS THEYD WEAR. |

AN IDEA OF H0W THEW

T SUST BROUGHT SOME
SAMPLES 50 E CAN GET
Ll
LK
[

N,

NEE0S 10 BE ) / AWESOME
SHORTENED. J | WHAT 16 117

{

8-l
BROWNE

I JUST GOT BACK

FROM THE GROCERY

STORE AN HoUR
AGO/

ANP YOU GUYS HAVE | THATS WHY THEY DON'T
ALREACY FINISHED NEED TO PUT EXPIRA-
OFF ;2'5 BAG OF

HIPS!

TION DATES ON JUNK
00D

e y—"

OUTTA THOSE SACKS
OR I'LL BRE.
YOUR BACKS!/

I'M MULLING
OVER THE
CHOICES

AREN'T YOU
GETTING UPZ

RUCEST
A

ELIZABETH, | WENT

SHOPPING AND GOT

YoU A NICE FLEECE
ACKE:

“THAN G
Mot

YOURE 60N, 50 |

T

s VMT TO PRACTICE /

[Tt BE COLD WHERE.

WANTED 0 ST You
SOMER Vo

DALOF THE YEAR
STUCK INSIDE

NOW T WNOW WHY
SOME MUSICIAM S
END UP PLANING THE

Blues.

| AL50 PIckED UPSOHE) | WA TUST ACTUAILY, .
05 BePELLEnT AFE | U SR o
TACKET Aalp A HEAVY- b LEAVE.
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™ ok,
DS, IF You

NEED To USE THE [ To1 P,

NS T T, '™ GooD.

i

Foxtrot

[ oot e e

s

PLEASE REMAIN  DAD? I HAVE To
SEATED FOR THE O TO THE
NEXT HALF-HOUR  BATHROOM.
A5 WE BEGIN OUR
APPROACH NTo ME  REALLY

WASHINGTDN Yau BAD.

L@

[ ok domny, witaT FAmovs quore po
| WEATIRIBUTE P11 BARNUM 7

B.C.

Baby Blues

Spider Man

THEVRE Tue

|

TUR INTO FEO6S

WANT 0 GgT
A CCUPLE?

5 DUNNO,
%o THEY IAE

SNYTHING
s TueNg

PUPPv&

JEHLT
wé
Siioiz,

gAzs YOUKIPONGE100 Y0
&

g

124 Yoﬂsm;/eaﬁéu‘f o
R A ., Vgg’;”,'r

Hagar

2
5
=
2
@
. F
1eaen Thrs mecrine (4| AT A 600D ToEA 1
S0 I COULD TELL Y £]  BECAUSE WERE ALL 3| coaL one:
THE DIVISTONS GoALs f| o Dume THAT WE 2| merove ICANT;
FOR NEXT YEAI 3| couonTreossteiy  |&| communi-  Im TOO
i| READ THIS IN 3| caTIoN. UMB
" £-MATI
£
g ] ¢
t = RIE
@ / 2
2

Daoa Ko e 00

WHO WANTS TO
HELP ME PO
NOTHING?

1D PROBABLY END UP
DOING ALL THE WORK

TN OANTS 816

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across Down 23 Insatiable

1 Throw into the 1 Ht 27 Used a shovel
mix 2 Billy — Williams 29 Rubik's baffler

4 Type of nose 3 “Gunga —" 30 ipease"l “’f

9 Despondent 4 Relating to a 32 Teomo bit

12 Floral wreath people 34 44 vt not

13 Bowl over 5 Left out talk about it'

14 Former first 6 Name in China’s 37 Capital of
daughter history Tasmania

15 Clinging strongly 7 California city 39 Tenor and alto

17 “Holy cow!” 8 Get snug and 42 Comedian

18 Trench cozy Anderson

19 Leave helpless 9 Wise 44 Here (Fr)

21 Warning 10 Congregational 45 Plankton

24 A Baldwin shout component

25 Past 11 Went blond 46 Writer Kesey and

26 Started 16 Mimic others

28 Proclamation 20 Cincinnati ball 50 It may be

31 This follows team recombinant
Que” twice 21 Method of 51 “— Town"

33 Flop payment 52 Dos Passos

35 Acidic 22 Screenwriter trilogy

36 Tract of wasteland James 53 Wield a needle

38 Head of st.

40 Where, to Caesar

41 Beatnik's “groovy”

43 Disturbing sounds

45 With hands on
hips

47 First X or 07

48 Writer Buscaglia

49 Insolent

54

55 “Lather, —,
repeat”

56 Put to work

57 Foolish one

Answer to Previous Puzzle

T(!

H[OQ
Alw
W|A

58 Trees yielding a
yellow-brown
wood
59 Uncivilized
8-16 CRYPTOQUIP
SV TIKWW FDZFWN VZDSL
IKGNT ARD MNPRIN CKBA,
S ZNPGRB ARD IDTL M N
FWDI PZKCA!

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: CERTAIN BIRDS BUILD
CLIFFSIDE NESTS. IT MUST MEAN THEY LOVE
LIVING ON THE EDGE.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: W equals L




PAGE 22

 STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

‘Acting out’ a difference of opinion JUNMISLE

Dear Abby: 1 am 16 years old
and a ward of the court.

I have a horrible social worker
who never looks at any of the
positive things I do. I have good
grades and barely ever do any-
thing wrong. Recently I have
been doing things that
they call “acting out.” I
am not acting out! At our
last court appearance,
her report stated that I'm
ajuvenile delinquent
who is in need of serious
help. I am consistently
told by the people at the
group home where I live
that I am none of those
things.

How do I tell my social
worker that she needs to
see the positive things I
am doing and not just
look at the negative? Please help
me. I am going nuts. I need to
know if it is me or her.

— Confused in Redwood City,
Calif.

Dear

Dear Confused: It's possible
that the problem isn’t all yours or
all hers, but a combination of

both. The caseload social work-
ers must manage these days is
overwhelming, which means
that, much as they might wish
otherwise, they are often unable
to give each client a lot of person-
al attention.

“Acting out” is misbehaving
and expressing angry
feelings in inappropri-
ate ways. When a child
is separated from
home, school, family
and friends, that's a
good reason to be
angry. However, if you
and the people at your
group home feel that
the social worker is
mistaken, then the
administrator should
write a letter to the
court explaining that
fact. 'm sure the judge would
take it into consideration. (I
know I would.)

P.S. — If the social worker
thinks you need “serious help” —
which I assume to mean psycho-
logical counseling — go for it.
Almost everyone can benefit

Dear Abby

Monday, August 16, 2004

from having a trained person
listen to his or her concerns,
pains and problems. It is consid-
ered to be a huge benefit, not a
punishment.

Dear Abby: what is the rule
of etiquette concerning guest
lists that include both friends
and co-workers? Does one have
to invite all co-workers to a pri-
vate/personal function, or can a
select handful of co-workers be
invited?

— Needs Advice, Latham, N.Y.

Dear Needs Advice: Much
depends upon the size of your
office, how many co-workers you
plan to ask, and what percentage
will be excluded. If you invite
only a few co- workers, it’s impor-
tant that you not offend the rest.
This can be by

LUCCK

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

FLATA

Can | ger o
tadie for two
n 30 minutes?

2004 Toun Hediz Senice,

ights Reserve

OHONN

CRION| = A g

| Getourinere
ONe

i st
— Kj WHAT THE ACTOR
v jumble com

y
keeping the invitation private,
separate from work, and confi-
dential.
Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Depression comes in many forms

Dear Annie: Eight
years ago, my son’s fa-
ther shot himself in front
of me. I was five months
pregnant at the time. T
went for counseling, but
it didn’t seem to help,
and lately, it has been
bothering me a great
deal.

My son has begun
asking questions about his
father and how he died.

I don’t know what to
tell him. I feel he is too young for
the vivid details. However, his
constant questions make me
irritated and impatient. T am
married to a wonderful guy, and
it is unfair to my son and my
husband that I have these “mood
swings.” My problem is not their
fault.

Annie’s

A friend suggested I may have
post-traumatic stress syndrome.
Is there anything I can do about
it?

— Unhappy in Virginia

Dear Virginia: You may in-

deed be suffering from de-
layed-response post-traumatic
stress disorder. You witnessed a

Mailbox

horrifying event, and
your son’s questions
remind you of it. Ask
your doctor to recom-
mend a therapist who
can properly evaluate
you. Treatment can
include psychotherapy
and medication. For
‘more information, call
the Post-traumatic
Stress Disorder Alli-
ance (ptsdalliance.org)
at 1-877-507-PTSD
(1-877-507-7873).

Dear Annie: 1 am compelled
to respond to “Concerned Mom,”
whose son, “Danny,” suffered
from depression, and she thought
he was getting worse. She asked
if she should go visit him, even
though her husband said it was
interference. Thank you for
telling her to trust her gut.

Last year, I was depressed. T
thought I hated my job. I became
withdrawn and sad, and grew
very confused. I saw a doctor
and began taking antidepres-
sants, but I didn’t get better. My
condition deteriorated to the

point where I couldn’t get out of
bed. I thought I was losing my
mind.

After months of decline, I
finally was diagnosed with a
large brain tumor. I now know
that the symptoms of a brain
tumor can often mirror that of
depression. My mother was the
one who flew 2,000 miles on a
‘mission to get to the bottom of
my condition. Thank God she did.

‘Annie, tell your readers who are
depressed also to have a complete
physical. I am now on my way to a
full and complete recovery. I pray
the same for Danny.

— Getting Better in California
Dear California: Thank you for
reminding our readers that de-
pression can mask other physi-
cal symptoms that need treat-
ment. Bless your mother for
intuitively knowing that her child
needed her, and for taking the
necessary action.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to annies-
mailbox@comcast.net, or write to:
Annie's Mailbor, c/o Creators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Bivd., Suite 700, Lo
Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

_
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Dennis the Menace

“HR WILSON HAS ONLY ONE MOOD..
AND THATS BAD! ¥

©Gary Larson

Now arrange the circled letters to

MADE BACKSTAGE,
KALLIA
K ] form the surprise answer, as

X ] by the above cartoon.

T T e R TR e

v N« N7 t’]
Ans: A . ..
A A DA A 4. A

{Answers tomorrow)

Jumbles: TYING FUDGE  SQIREE  MARTYR
Answer:  When the police chief announced his crime

crackdown, his remarks were — "ARRESTING”

Saturday’s |

Family Circus

8- b
g
oy 03 Fonines im0

www famiycircus.com »ﬂ

“Why does Athens have its afternoon
so early in the morning?”

Non Sequitur

The Far Side

How entomologists pass away

RIS
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Alleged militant statement threatens ltaly

BY MAAMOUN YOUSSEF
The Associated Press

CAIRO, Egypt — A statement released
Sunday in the name of an al-Qaida-linked
group said the Italian government has
“dug its grave by its own hands” after it ig-
nored a warning to withdraw its troops
from Iraq by Aug. 15.

The statement, signed by the Abu-Hafs
al-Masri Brigades, said any target in Italy
is valid for militants because the European
country did not withdraw its approximate
3,000 troops from Iraq.

However, there was no way to authenti-
cate the statement, which appeared on an
Tslamic Web site known as a clearinghouse
for militant-related material. On its own
site, Abu-Hafs al-Masri Brigades has de-
nied giving the Aug. 15 ultimatum to Italy.

“Today, we have declared a bloody war
and the earth will be shaken under the feet
of any Italian,” said the statement, dated
Sunday.

Al-Qaida-linked group says nation will face
attacks after failing to pull troops from Iraq

“After our cells start moving to imple-
ment the mission, we call on all of them to
strike any target that appears before them
in Italy until the government responds to
the withdrawal from Iraq,” it said.

The statement said Italy would not have
security “until security becomes real in
Iraq.”

Sunday’s statement said Italy’s silence
“has proven to the world that there is no dif-
ference between a civilian or a military per-
son in Italy.”

“The Italian government has dug its own
grave by its own hands after it followed
Amenca, the head of infidelity, and it
stayed in Iraq without any regard to the
blood spilled in Iraq everyday, therefore, it

Pope John Paul Il towels off Sunday before praying at the Virgin Mary
shrine in Lourdes, southwestern France, prior to his departure for Rome.

Sickly pope celebrates
Mass at Lourdes shrine

A

is responsible for all the blood which will
be spilled in Italy.”

It is unclear who the actual authors of
the threatening statements are. The numer-
ous online claims and counterclaims illus-
trate the difficulties of determining the au-
thenticity of Web threats or whether those
who post them have any ability to carry
them out.

The first threat with a deadline was sent
Aug. 1 to the London-based Arabic newspa-
per Al-Quds Al-Arabi, warning Italy to pull
its soldiers out of Iraq within 15 days or
face “waves of earthquakes.” On Aug. 7, an-
other statement in the name of the Bri-
gades renewed the threat.

But on Aug. 3, Abu Hafs al-Masri Bri-

gades posted a statement on its own Web
site denying that it had given Italy a 15-day
ultimatum to leave Irag.

As the deadline expired, Italy’s top do-
mestic security official said Italians were
reacting calmly to the threats.

“The Italians aren’t changing their hab-
its and thus they respond, in the most com-
posed manner, to the relentless campaign
of media statements, the latest of which ar-
rived today, which aim to amplify the
threat of Islamic terrorism,” Interior Minis-
ter Giuseppe Pisanu said.

Conservative Premier Silvio Berlusconi
has said Italy’s troops will continue their
‘mission in Iraq, which includes reconstruc-
tion projects and securit

The Abu Hafs al-Masri Bngade takes its
name from a top al-Qaida lieutenant who
was killed in a U.S. airstrike in Afghanistan
in 2001. It has claimed responsibility for
several attacks on Western targets, includ-
ing the March 11 train bombings in

adrid.

BY VICTOR L. SIMPSON
The Associated Press

LOURDES, France — A frail
Pope John Paul II, breathing
heavily and gasping at times, cele-
brated an open-air Mass on Sun-
day for several hundred thousand
pilgrims, many in wheelchairs, at
a shrine to the Virgin Mary that is
associated with miraculous cures.

At one point he said “help me”
in Polish while struggling
through his homily in French.
Aides brought him a glass of
water, and he said he wanted to
complete his remarks.

He did, although skipping sev-
eral secuons and raised his voice
to express “special affection” for
the sick.

The crowd applauded at times
to encourage i The
84-year-old pope has Parkinson’s
disease and crippling hip and
knee ailments.

He also drew cheers for his
message — condemnations of ma-
terialism and secularism, and a
call for women to reject abortion,
saying that life must “be respect-
ed fmm conception to its natural
end.

The Mass was a highlight of the
Pope’s two-day visit to Lourdes, a
town in the Pyrenees where
Roman Catholic tradition says St.
Bernadette saw visions of Mary
in a grotto in 1858.

Officials said they expected
300,000 people, and the figure ap-
peared on mark as worshippers
jammed into the field to await the

pop:

The Lourdes shrine — a craggy
indentation in cliff where
Roman Catholics pray and light
candles — has special meaning
for the sick. Thousands of people
have claimed to be healed by an
underground spring here, and the
church has recognized 66 of the
claims as miracles.

The Vatican says that the
84-year-old pope is not in Lour-
des to seek a cure for his Parkin-
son’s disease and crippling knee
and hip problems.

The pope’s trip commemorates
the 150th anniversary of the proc-
lamation of the Immaculate Con-
ception, the dogma that says
Mary was born without original
sin.

Deploying?

Keep up to date with daily news, sports,
entertainment, comics and more.

Talk to your unit about downrange delivery today.

STARSK,#STRIPES.

Your Hometown Newspaper




PAGE 24

 STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

SCOREBOARD

Monday, August 16, 2004

AFN schedule

(All_times Central European.
AFN- A!Ianm' PRET RN BaCe Korear SF1:
ARN-Sports; dic: delayec: cuts two-iour or

Listingsare latest avail-
Zbie from AFRTS and subject to change w
out notice.)

Television

all — St. Louis at Atlanta, 9 a.m. Mon-
Pl Pl T8D. 5 am. an nd 1 p.m. Tues-
day Sboth did} b
orld eowcham?mnsmp NEC Inv-
tanona\ Jsl round, 9
R etrrandy 3006 .
Weanesaay, Ao T
: Telecasts listed as
ek lrequenuy are Jive feeds of
Rac s tapedelayed e _of events
Which conclude earliey that day. Torn to
local TV outlets for real time coverage.):

5 am. Monday (AFR-A, PAC) — Men's
vnueyban ;USA us taly; Weightifiing: Men's
fyweight il

— Women's basket-

olo: USA vs. Hungary; R

each  volleyball: Cook/sanderson

R G Womaon QoS

der: aenmvkuhn (SUD vs.  Maaseide/
snes

ma %m. mmay (AFN-A, PAC) — Swim-
min in

d fin
mn/Nyaard R i hese AR

zmmesaay (AFN-A, PA
nastics: team final; Swimming: men's
freestyle ﬁna\ et 100 bacictroke fna

m backstroke final, women's
roke final; 3 n's
Synchranizsd piadorm
feyball: USA ve Germany.

Men's gym-

womer
nals Women's voi-

6:35 a.m. Tues A, PAC) — Wom-
ars Baacn Oheyball Mepeak Yo
(USA) vs. Dumont/Martin (CAN): Softball:

USA vs. Japan (live); Men's handball: South
Korea vs. Russia (live).
NEL exhibiton; Denver at
Buffalo, 4 p.m. Monday (did), S ttle at
Green Bay. 2 am. Tue eday, 35T hoon Tes:
dg¥. (did; Tuesday, (did)

er — USA men World Cup qualifier vs.
Tt 3o Thorsany, (e B

Radio
(Listings are feeds from AFN in California.
Some m\ght HO! alr in al\ areas)
d lextel Cup Sirius at the

AC and 6

ve
reach SN (312) 348: 1319
or commercial (909) 413-2319. Its Web site is

Calif,, can be d at D:

anmg Harrington
Briny Baird
Sieve Fivsen

Nic

Brad Faxon

Fredrik Jacobson 2
Geuffhl)g\lvy 8-
K.J. Chot

Tiger Wood:
Wichael Campbell 1
Ben Crane
avid Toms
Joe Ogilvie
Steumrt e
Paul McGinl
Jean Francms Remesy
arles

Chad Campbell -70-71—
L. Lewis

ian Poulter E
Eduardo Romero -73-70-215 -
80 Van Pelt -70-215 -
haun Micheel 6870215
Stuart Appleby -
b Tway 1-70-74-215 -1
Tom Byrum 27371-216 €

Craig Parry 075-71-216  E
‘Trevor Immelman 5.69-72-216  E
Carlos Franco 9-75-12-216 E
tt Quigley 4-69-13-216  E
cmpsunwan 271-73-216 E
270-74-216 E
Mol Aroelsimenez  Ted878- 316 E
Patrick Sheehan 0-71-75-216 E
Niclas Fasth 4-70-73-217 +1
‘Tommy Armour Il 27174217 +1
SK. 27373218 +2
Car\Petlersson 1-71-76-218 +2
4-71-74-219 +3
[y 471-74-219 +3
Bernhard Langer 4-70-75-219 +3
Scott Drummond 17276219 +3
Roy Biancalana 3.72-75-220 +4
Todd Hamilton 2.7375-220 +4
hingo Katayama. 4-70-76-220 +4
Scott Verplank 7-16-77-220 +4
rk Hensby 4-69-77-220 +4
Robert Gamez 27376-221 +5
Colin Montgomerie 3.72-78-223 +7
Jeff Sluman 2.72-79-223 +7
Skip Kendall 2-73-79-224 +8
Jeff Coston

o football

NFL preseason glance
'AMERICAN CONFERENCE

W LT Pct PF PA
Miami 1001000 16 5
New England 1001000 24 6
Buffalo 00000 0 0
N.Y. Jets 010 0001323
South
Houston 1001000 18 0
Indianapolis 1001000 21 17
1001000 24 3
Jacksonville 010 000 516
North
Baltimore 1001000 24 0
Cincinnati 00000 0 0
Cleveland 010 000 3 24
Pittsburgh 010 000 21 27
West
Oakland 10 01000 33 30
Denver 010000 17 20
Kansas City 010000 24 34
San Diego 010000 17 21
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
W LT Pct PFPA
N.Y. Giants 10 01000 34 24
Washington 110 500 40 40
allas 010000 018
Philadelphia 010000 624
South
olina 10 01000 23 20
New Orleans 1001000 23 13
Tampa Bay 00 0 .00 ]
Atlanta 010 000 024
North
Chicago 1001000 13 10
Detroit 1001000 27 21
Minnesota 10 01000 23
en B 000.00 0 0
West
Seattle 00 0 .00 0
Arizona 010 000 3
010
010
s

indianapolis

Denver at Buffalo
Monday's games
Gincinnati at Tampa Bay
eattle at Green Bay
Thursday, Aug. 19
M. Glants at Caroll

Aug. 20
Minnesota at Alanta
pa Bay at Jacksonville
Bnore st Phiadeha
sa«umav, Aug.21
etroit at Cleveland
LY. Jets at Indianapolis

enver at Seattle

NFL calendar

Aug. 31 — Roster cut to maximum of 65
players.

Sept. 5 — Roster cut to maximum of 53
players,

e
Sept.9-13 — Opening weekend of 2004 sea-

n.
Oct. 19 — Trading deadline.

racing
F1 Hungarian Grand Prix

At Hungaroring
Budapest, Hungary
length:
L Wichael Senamather, Gemany. Ferrari,
aps, L hour, 52 minutss 26.131 Seconds,
BBondn
Rubens Bartichello, Brazi, Ferrai, 7,

3 Fermando Alansa, Spain, Renault, 70,
1:36:10.730 4. Juan Pablo Montoya, Colombi
lams-BMW, 70, 1:36:28.7

5. Jenson Button, England, BAR-Honda, 70,

6. Takuma Sato, Japan, BAR-Honda, 69,
26613 .

ntonio Pizzonia, Brazil, Williams BMW,
21,748

ichella, Italy, Sauber-Petro-
nas &, 1 3 5;595
MeLaren Merdedes.

o, ustralia,

Coulthard, - scotland,
155,652 10. Mark

SaguaCosaorth, 5

ier Panis, France, Toyota, 69,

38075,
12. Nick Heidfeld, Germany, Jordan-Ford,

3. Christian Klien, Austria, Jaguar-Cos-
worth, 681
4. \anmana Bruni, Italy, Minardi-Cos-
worth, 66, 1:36:46.632.
15, 7solt Bal umgam\en oHungary, Minar-
di-Cosworth, 65, 1:36:(

Giorgio_Pantano, \ta\y, Sordan-ford, 45
laps completed.

Sarno Tou, aly, Renaul, 41

Ricardo Zonta, Brazil, Toyota, 31.

Felipe Massa, Brazil, Sauber-Petronas, 21.

Kimi Raikkorien, Finland, McLarenier-
cedes, 13.

Driver Standings
(After 13 of 18 races)

L Michael Schumacher, Germany, 120
poi
. Rubens Barrichello, Brazil, 82.

. Felipe Massa, Brazil, 5.
lvier Panis, France, .
. Antonio Pizzonia, Italy,
i t ki, Btasi, 3.
. Nick Heidfeld, Germany, 3.
. Timo Glock, Germany, 2.

ungary, 1.
Constructor Standings
Ferrari, 202 points.

- Renault, o1

Tennis

WTA Vancouver Open

Saturday

At The Jericho Tennis Club

Vancouver, British Columbia
Purse: $110,000 (Tier
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Nicole Vaidisova, Czech Republc, def.

Laura Granville (4), umted States, def.
camile e Pnce, RS 2)

il
Bethanic Mattek anq Abigal Spears (3.
i . def. Antonia Matic, Germ: 5 any.

e m, inaLena
Russla and Bryanne Stewart, Austraia, 3.
3, susp., darkne:

Idea Prokom Open
Sunday
At Sopocki Klub Tenisowy
Sopot, Poland
Series);
Surface: Clay-Outdoor
Singles
Men
Championship
Rafael Nadal (6), Spain, def. Jose Acasuso,

Argentina, 6-3, 6-4.
Doubles.

Championship

Frantisek Cermak and Leos Fried| (1),
czech Republc, def. Matin Garcia and Se-
Bastian prieto (4, Argentina, 5,626
rday

hamp mﬂshl

Flavia_Pemnotin. (o def. Klara
Koukalova (s Caecl Republe, 75, 36,63

Pro basketball

WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
w pet
New Yor B
Connecticut 131
Detroit 1314
Charlotte L1
Washington 2 14
ndiana 1 15
WESTERN CONFERENC
Los Angeles 197
Seattle 17 8
Minnesota 1511
enix 213 7 6
sacramento 213 6%
sston 121 7
SanAntorio. 20 13
resday, Sept. 1

Indiana at Wasgion
Connecticut at Charlotte
Phoenix at Detroit
Minnesota at Houston
sacramento at Seattle

San Antonio at Los Angeles

Soccer

MLS

Eastern Conference

T Pts GF GA
Metrostars Wil 6 34
Columbus 6582 20 20
D.C. United 6872529 3
New England 5882 29 2
icago 5972 2 28
Western Conference

W L TPts GF GA

Los Angeles 9673435 31
Kansas City 96532 282
olorac 7782 22
San Jose 7762 328
Dallas 785 4 28
Note ‘Three points for victory, one point

for
Saturday’s games
San Jose 2, Kansas City 0
New England 2 5., Unitea 2, te
Colorado 3, hicago
Clormes o-Loc Anpeles o, e
unday's gam
Dalla at MgtroStars.

y, Aug. 18
Kansas City at Cmumbus
y, Aug. 21

D.C. United at Colambis

Chicago at Los Angeles

Saturday’s transactions

BASEBALL
American League

ANAHEIM ANGELS—Agreed to terms with
38 Mark Trumbo.

TAMPA BAY DEVIL RAYS- Placed cF Rocco
Baldell on the 15-day Di_ Recailed OF Joa
Gathright rom Durbar ofthe

National Lea

CINCINNATI REDS—Placed RHP paul Wil-
son on the 15-day DL Recalled RHP Joe Val-
entine from LourSwile o the I

National Hockey League
PHOENIX COYOTES—Signed C Daymond
Langkow to a one-year contract.

ANK MCNAMARA
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Bengals,
Bucs wait
on Charley

BY FRED GOODALL

The Associated Press

LAKE BUENA VISTA, Fla. —
Jon Gruden will never forget
peering out the window of his
hotel room and getting a close-up
view of Hurricane Charley.

“When you see trees getting

Taugh about,” the Tampa Bay Buc-
caneers coach said Saturday. “It
was wild, it was unbelievable.
The force that was displayed last
night was something I hadn’t
seen. It's amazing that the damag-
es weren't as bad here as what
they might have been.”

The Bucs train at Disney’s
Wide World of Sports, just out-
side Orlando, and left the practice
field Friday thinking they were
safely out of the path of Charley,
which was projected to hit the
Tampa Bay area, about 75 miles

way.

The Cincinnati Bengals, who ar-
rived in Orlando on Thursday
with plans to wait out the storm
before busing to Tampa for an ex-
hibition game Saturday night,
also found themselves in the mid-
dle of the storm when the hurri-
cane suddenly shifted course,
slammed ashore on Florida’s Gulf
Coast and raced up the middle of
the state.

“We were educated just like ev-
erybody else about where it was
projected to strike. So many of
the players’ families came to Or-
lando to try to get away from it.
Little did any of us know that
here it comes right toward us. It
was not good,” Gruden said.

“We had a meeting last night. A
very short meeting, and we said
[to the players] get back to your
rooms and pay attention to what's
going on. We just dom’t know
what can happen.”

Charley smashed ashore pack-
ing 145 mph winds that dimin-
ished to 105 mph by the time the
storm barreled through central
Florida, knocking down trees, de-
stroying property and leaving
thousands without electricity.

Streets around the Bucs’ team
hotel in nearby Celebration were
littered with tree limbs, and the
storm also left its mark at Dis-
ney’s Wide World of Sports,
where the Bucs and Bengals both
practiced Saturday.

A wooded area leading to the
complex was littered with fallen
trees, and the goal posts on two
practice fields were bent and
twisted.

And Gruden, accustomed to
large crowds for training camp
workouts, noted just a handful of
fans showed up Saturday.

“It was very quiet, very eery,”
the coach said. “And when you
drive to practice and see
1,500-pound palm trees ripped
out of the ground — hundreds
and hundreds of them — it lets
you know how lucky you are to
make it through the nig]

The exhibition game that was
to be played Saturday night was
rescheduled for Monday night.
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Schumacher tops
own F'1 record with
Hungarian GP win

BY STEPHEN WADE
The Associated Press

BUDAPEST, Hungary —
Michael Schumacher won the
Hungarian Grand Prix on Sun-
day, becoming the first Formula
One driver with 12 victories in a
season.

Schumacher, who has failed to
win just once this season, took the
lead on the first turn and never
trailed. He can wrap up an un-
precedented seventh drivers’ title
in two weeks at the Belgian
Grand Prix in the most lopsided
season in Formula One history.

Teammate Rubens Barrichello
finished second, giving Ferrari its
sixth straight constructors’ cham-
pionship with five races left.

Schumacher also became the
first to win seven consecutive
races in a season. Italy’s Alberto
Ascari won nine straight, but that
was over two seasons (1952-53)
and in a different era.

Schumacher won five straight
to start the season. In Monaco, he
was leading when he was taken
out in a crash with Juan Pablo
Montoya as the cars were run-
ning under the safety flag.

Renault’s Fernando Alonso,
who won in Budapest last year,
was third and 44.5 seconds be-
hind the winner, with fourth
place going to Williams-BMW’s
Juan Pablo Montoya. Jenson But-
ton of BAR-Honda was fifth, fol-
lowed by teammate Takuma Sato.

Starting from the pole with Bar-
richello alongside, Schumacher

(Caclmax® T-shirts, Socks & Underwear|
Epacially dusiqrad for mitsry pavscrnal

www.sweatilout.com
1-610-212-5040

Michael Schumacher holds the
Hungarian Grand Prix trophy. He
is the first Formula One driver
with 12 victories in a season.

kept the lead the entire way, even
after his three pit stops. The race
was free of trouble with little pass-
ing in what amounted to a proces-
sional parade behind Schumach-
er. Only five cars failed to finish.

Schumacher led Barrichello by
20 seconds with 20 laps to go in
the 70-lap event. He slowed at the
end, allowing the Brazilian to fin-
ish just 4.4 seconds behind.

'his victory added to a Schuma-
cher’s host of records: most victo-
ries in a season (12), most career
victories (82), most series champi-
onships (six), most points (1,158),
most consecutive wins in a single
season (seven).

In this season’s constructors’
championship, Ferrari has 202
points, with Renault next at 91. In
the drivers’ standings, Schumach-
er has 120, followed by Barrichel-
lo (82), Button (65) and Jarno
Trulli of Renault (46).

Any driver hoping for Schuma-
cher to be knocked out of a race
by a mechanical failure can for-
get it. He hasn’t gone out that way
in three years.

“We had just better sit down
and pray that Michael retires
sooner rather than later,” Jordan
said.

800HighTech.com
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Ginobili buzzer-beater rescues
Argentina in first-round thriller

The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Manu Ginobili’s off-balance
shot left his hand just a split-second before the final
buzzer, dropping through the basket to give Argenti-
na a thrilling 83-82 victory over Serbia-] Momenegm
on Sunday on the first day of Olympic men’s basket-
ball.

While Argentina’s players mobbed Ginobili, Ser-
bia-Montenegro’s coach protested that the shot
came after the buzzer. But TV replays showed Gino-
bili released the ball in time.

“Once it left my hand, I knew
it was good,” Ginobili said. “This
is a very special thing.”

Ginobili scored 27 points for
Argentina, which avenged a de-
feat in the title game of the 2002
World Championships. A non-call by a referee at the
end of regulation sent that game into overtime to
help Serbia-Montenegro, then known as Yugoslavia,
win.

This time, Argentina prevailed after a final 10 min-
utes that had all the excitement of a medal-round
match. Neither team led by more than four points in
the fourth quarter after Serbia-Montenegro came
back from a big early deficit.

Ginobili scored on a drive with 16.4 seconds left
and drew Vladimir Radmanovic’s fifth and final
foul, converting the three-point play for an 81-81 tie.
Dejan Tomasevic then drew Fabricio Oberto’s fifth
foul on a shot attempt from the lane with 3.8 seconds
left, but he made only one of two foul shots.

Argentina advanced the ball quickly, and point
guard Alejandro Montecchia hit Ginobili with a pass
just inside the foul line.

Ginobili managed to get off a difficult shot from
the right side of the lane that bounced off the glass
and in.

“It was almost impossible,” Ginobili said.

“As soon as I saw it go in, I got ready” to be
mobbed, he said.

Argentina coach Ruben Magnano sprinted
around the court with his arms held high. The Ser-
bia-Montenegro players, meanwhile, stayed on the
court as their coach, Zelimir Obradovic, argued with
the scorekeepers and officials.

At the post-game news conference, a visibly irri-
tated Obradovic berated a translator and angrily
stormed out.

“It’s ridiculous over here. I do not want to speak
because the translator is very bad,” Obradovic said
loudly and angrily, in English, before walking off
the interview podium.

“I can speak in English, but I don’t want to. I have
a right to speak my own language,” Obradovic
yelled, also in English, leaving Magnano looking
somewhat amused at a public meltdown that Bobby
Knight would have been hard-pressed to match.

After leaving the court, Ginobili shared a laugh
with U.S. assistant Greg Popovich, who coaches Gi-
nobili for the San Antonio Spurs.

“He’s the ultimate competitor, he really is. He’s
just a special kid the way he competes,” Popovich
said. “He has no fear — and that whole team doesn’t,
either. They’re so well coached and drilled, some-
one’s going to have to play very well to beat those

Men’s

basketball
roundup

AP
Argentina’s Emanuel David Ginobili, left, celebrates
with Alejandro Ariel Montecchia after Ginobili hit a

last-second shot to defeat Serbia and Montenegro in
a preliminary round game Sunday in Athens.

teams.”

led Serbi; with 21
points, Igor Rakocevic added 19 and Dejan Bodiro-
ga 16. Andres Nocioni, who signed Saturday with
the NBA’s Chicago Bulls, backed Ginobili with 12
points.

Argentina was inspired from the beginning, with
Ginobili leading the way.

He made all four of his three-point attempts in the
first quarter, then was fouled behind the arc with 1.5
seconds left in the quarter. He made all three free
throws, giving him 17 points in the quarter for a
27-15 Argentina lead.

Ginobili sat for almost eight minutes in the second
quarter, and Radmanovic helped keep Serbia-Mon-
tenegro close with 12 first-half points. Argentina
shot 74 percent in the half but led just 49-39.

A 9-0 run early in the third quarter pulled Ser-
bia-Montenegro to 51-48, and a putback dunk by
Radmanovic 23 seconds into the fourth quarter tied
itat 61.

Raly 71, New Zealand 69: Gianluca Basile
scored 16 points and Italy, which led by as many as
17 points, held on despite failing to score over the
final 2%> minutes.

Kirk Penney, who played in college at Wisconsin,
led New Zealand with 20 points.

Lithuania 78, Angola 73: Lithuania beat African
qualifier Angola. The Lithuanians attempted 50 free
throws, making 32 of them, as Angola committed 37
fouls.

Spain’s Gasol leads rout of China

The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Pau Gasol
of the NBA’s Memphis Grizzlies
scored 21 points Sunday to lead
Spain to an 83-58 win over Yao
Ming and his Chinese team on the
opening day of Olympic men’s

Gasol, who plays for the Mem-
phis Grizzlies, had 21 points and
10 rebounds despite missing 6
minutes in the first quarter after
having his nose bloodied in a colli-
sion. It wasn’t long after he re-
turned that Spain went on a 9-0
run to go up 35-23 and the rout
was on with the lead reaching as

many as 27 points.

Yao, the 7-foot-5 center for the
Houston Rockets, had 12 points
and eight rebounds. He fouled out
with 4:02 to play when he was
called for a blocking foul as Gasol
tried to dunk over him. Earlier in
the game, the 7-1 Gasol drew two
charging fouls on Yao.
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Sgt. 1st Class Bret Erickson of the United States shoots in the Trap competition at the Markopoulo shooting
venue during the 2004 Olympics Games on Sunday. Erickson, a shooter with the U.S. Army Marksmanship

Unit, Fort Benning, Ga., f

ed 13th overall in the event with 118 points.

Aussie Carrigan sneaks by
leader to win cycling gold

The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Judith
Arndt looked left. Sara Carrigan
went to the right — and right past
her.

Carrigan snuck past Arndt in
the final straightaway Sunday to
win the gold medal in the Olym-
pic road cycling race through
downtown Athens. The Austra-
lian — who, in her biography,
lists Arndt as
her idol — fin-

(V70T T ished the race
medal in three hours,
24 minutes, 24

roundup [
Kristin Arm-

strong of the United States fin-
ished eighth, marking only the
third top-10 finish by an Ameri-
can in the race since Connie Car-
penter-Phinney and Rebecca
Twigg won gold and silver for the
United States 20 years ago at Los
Angeles in the event’s Olympic
debut.

Armstrong’s U.S. teammates,
Christine Thorburn and Dede
Barry, hit the finish together in
15th and 16th places, respective-
ly, 1:18 behind Carrigan. All
three Americans were competing
in the Olympics for the first time.

The only other Olympic cycling
medal for U.S. women came four
years ago in Sydney, where Mari
Holden won silver in the time
trial. Barry and Thorburn, the
reigning US. time trial champion,
will ride i m that event Wednesday.

Russ lga Slyusareva won a
frantic spnnl to take home the
bronze medal, edging Australia’s
Oenone Wood and Dutch rider
Mirjam Melchers.

Carrigan and Arndt, a top Ger-
man rider, were among a group
of seven riders who held an
18-second lead over the nearest
chase pack entering the final lap.

arrigan  broke away, Arndt
quickly followed and the pair
soon had a 20-second lead over

the field, which by then was rac-
ing for bronze.

Entering the final half-mile,
Carrigan drafted off Arndt, wait-
ing to make one final move. It
came when Arndt looked over
her left shoulder to see where she
was. And by then, she was gone,
quickly darting right and acceler-
ating through the finish line.
Arndt finished 7 seconds back.

Defending gold medalist Leon-
tien Zijlaard-van Moorsel of the
Netherlands — a winner of three
golds in Sydney — fell near the
end of the seventh lap in the
nine-lap race, ending her chances
to repeat. She swept the road
race, the time trial and the indi-
vidual pursuit in the 2000 Games.

She sat on the road for several
minutes before being taken to a
hospital for evaluation. It wasn’t
immediately known if she’d be
able to ride in the time trial.

Fencing

Women’s epee: Defending
champion Timea Nagy of Hunga-
ry held on to the gold medal, de-
feating Laura Flessel-Colovic of
France 15-12 in the final.

Flessel-Colovic’s silver medal
gives her a complete set. She took
gold in Atlanta and bronze in Syd-

ney.

It was also Hungary versus
France in the bronze medal
match, but this time the French
came out on top as Maureen Nisi-
ma defeated Ildiko Mincza 15-12.

Judo

Men’s 66kg: Masato Uchishi-
ba of Japan ended nearly a de-
cade of Japan’s frustration in the
weight class by defeating Jozef
Krnac of Slovakia in the final.

Georgi orgiev of Bulgaria
and Yordanis Arencibia Verdecia
of Cuba shared the bronze.

Women’s 52kg: China’s Xian
Dongmei stopped a Japanese
judo streak by beating Yuki Yoko-

sawa of Japan.
Xian’s gold is the first by a
non-Japanese in judo after two
days and four events.
World champion Amarilys
Savon of Cuba and Ilse Heylen of
Belgium earned bronze.

Shooting

Men’s trap: Alexei Alipov of
Russia won the event with a per-
fect final round.

Alipov shot all 25 targets in the
final to finish with an overall
score of 149, tying the Olympic
record. In the qualifying round,
Alipov also matched an Olymplc
record, scoring 124 out of a possi-
ble 125. Both records were set in
Atlanta by Michael Diamond of
Australia.

Scores from the qualifying
round are added to scores
the final to determine the winner.

Alipov finished three points
ahead of Italy’s Giovanni Pellielo,
who won the silver. Adam Vella
of Australia took the bronze with
a145.

American Lance Bade of Van-
couver, Wash., who won a bronze
medal in trap in Atlanta in 1996,
finished fifth. Army Sgt. 1st Class
Bret Erickson finished 13th.

‘Women's 10m air pistol: Olena
Kostevych of Ukraine won the
gold in women’s 10-meter air pis-
tol after a shoot-off. After 10 shots
in the final round, and 40 shots in
qualifying, Kostevych and Jasna
Sekaric of Serbia-Montenegro
were tied at 483.3. In the one-shot
tiebreaker, Kostevych shot a 10.2
to Sekaric’s 9.4 to win.

e bronze-medal shoot-off,
Bulgaria’s Maria Grozdeva shot a
10.4, while China’s Ren Jie shot a
9.7. They had been tied at 482.3,
one point behind Kostevych and
Sekaric.

Libby Callahan, a staff ser-
geant in the Army Reserve who
at age 52 is the oldest U.S. athlete
competing in Athens, was 30th.

Williams, Roddick
open with easy wins

BY HOWARD FENDRICH
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Venus Wil-
liams knows all about Olympic
success. Andy Roddick got his
first taste of it Sunday.

Bothered more by the wind and
her wrist wrap than her oppo-
nent, defending gold medalist Wil-
liams  overpowered Melinda
Czink of Hungary 6-1, 6-2 before
mostly small crowds on the open-
ing day of the Olympic tennis tour-
nament.

Roddick made his Olympic
debut with a 6-3, 7-6 (4) victory
over Flavio Saretta of Brazil, swat-
ting 12 aces and 16 service win-
ners.

The biggest upset Sunday was
No. 4 Tim Henman'’s 6-3, 6-3 loss
to Jiri Novak of the Czech Repub-
lic, while No. 11 Juan Ignacio
Chela of Argentina was upset by
Max Mirnyi of Belarus 3-6, 7-6
(0), 6-4.

Marat Safin had a 6-0, 6-4 victo-
ry over Karol Kucera of Slovakia.
Safin lost in the first round at the
Sydney Games right after win-
ning the 2000 U.S. Open title.

Other winners included No. 5
Juan Carlos Ferrero of Spain, No.
14 Nicolas Kiefer of Germany,
and No. 16 Fernando Gonzalez of
Chile, Roddick's potential
third-round foe.

The arena looked to be a quar-
ter full for Justine Henin-Harden-
ne’s 6-3, 6-4 victory over Barbora
Strycova of the Czech Republic,
but fans might have had trouble
keeping track of who was leading.
The scoreboard didn’t work from
early in the first set until early in
the second.

After getting broken to start the
match, the top-ranked Belgian
looked good in her first match
since losing in the French Open’s
second round.

In other women’s play, No. 8 Ai

AP

Venus Williams defeated Hunga-
ry’s Melinda Czink 6-1, 6-2 on
centre court at the Olympic tennis
complex in Athens on Sunday.

Sugiyama of Japan outlasted
Zhennge of China 4-6, 6-3, 8-6 in
-hour match suspended for
10 minutes after the second set be-
cause of heat. No. 10 Patty Schny-
der of Switzerland and No. 11
Francesca Schiavone of Italy
won.

Only about 500 spectators were
on hand at the 8,000-seat center
court for the start of Williams’
first outing in three weeks. She
quit with a right wrist injury dur-
ing a semifinal at Carson, Califor-
nia, then pulled out of the next
WTA tournament.

“I had so much fun at the last
Olympics and so much success,
and then to be here is amazing,”
said the sixth-seeded Williams,
who also won the doubles title in
Sydney.

“I'm playing well, I'm playing
smart, and I'm also really happy
because I've been doing every-
thing my coaches asked me to in
the last week.”

U.S. rowers set world records
during preliminary rounds

The Associated Press

SCHINIAS, Greece — Ameri-
ca’s Olympic rowers arrived in
Greece saying they were ready
for the rough conditions at their
venue on a windswept, manmade
lake outside Athens. Turns out
they were right.

With a tail wind packing gusts
of up to 20 mph, both the U.S.
men’s and women’s eights broke
world records and won tough pre-
liminary heats Sunday.

No records will fall Monday,
however. Forecasts of even stron-
ger winds prompted organizers to
postpone those races.

Organizers hoped to move Mon-
day’s races to Tuesday, when fore-
casters predict the wind will die
down enough for racing.

The American women’s eight
won in 5:56.55, eclipsing the previ-
ous world mark of 5:57.02 set by
Romania in 1999. They advance
directly to next Sunday’s final.

The American women, who
have won both World Cup races
they entered this year, have been
strong the past three years. They
won the world championship in
2002, but suffered an uncharacter-
istic mistake in last year’s worlds
when they caught an oar and
brought the boat to a halt. Germa-
ny finished first in that race, Ro-
mania second.

The U.S. men’s eight was third
after the start. At half distance
they were up to second place,
about eight-tenths of a second be-
hind Canada, then pulled ahead
atthe end to win by .6. The Ameri-
cans finished in 5:19.85, easily
beating the mark of 5:22.80, set
by the Netherlands in 1999.

“I know the strength of our
boat in a complete race, so there
was never any panic,” said oars-
man Wyatt Allen, of Portland,
Maine.
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Sunday‘s scores

ASEBALL
Cuba 4, Australia
Japan iz taly o, mmngs
Canada7, Tai

mnu

Lithuania 76, Angola 13
faly 71 Nevi Zealand 69

Argentiri ia-Montenegro 82
P Ricos 92 umted Sates 73

ralia 4, New Zealand 1
South Arica2 Argenijna 1
Spain 1, South
ity 3. pakistan 1
Britain 3, Eqypt 1

SOFTBALL
Japan s Taiwan0
16y 7 China
United States m  Australa 0,5 innings

e
e

ece 2, Can:
AR HANDBALL

Hungary 28, China 24
Brazil 29, Greece 21
Angola 24, Spainzd tie

iien
Poland 3. Serbia-Montenegro 0 (25-21,
2517, 25-16)
Nefherlands 3, Russia 2 (25-23, 19-25, 17-25,
7251616
jentina 3, France 0 (25-15, 25-23, 25-22)
zsaﬁ)” 3, Adstralia 1 (2325, 2519, 2512,
Greece 3, Tunisia 0 ‘15'20135'“' 2517)

Austraha 14, Ea‘{‘m 3
a5, Kazal
Qar‘/ 6 Serbia-| MumenEHm 4
Spain’s, Italy 4
Germany 5, Greece 4
Archery
Women
Individual 1Il mﬂe
Jennifer Nchele e Slates‘ gt Rina
Dewi Pusmtasan \nﬂoncswa. 160-1¢
etyana Berezhna, Ukraine, def. Folewmva-
vatsi, Greece, 16
Malsush a,Japan def. Alexandra
Fouace, rance
 South Korea, def. Hanna Kara-
siova, Ee\arus 162-155.
India, def. Kristine Esebua,

Georgia, 153:149.
cishering Chhodcn Bhutan, def. Sang Lin,
nina 1
Iqurza(a Sobieraj Poland, def. Thin kha-
g b iyanmar, 151-151, (9-9, 9-9,
8 :Ioser oo
hu Chi Yuan, Taiwan, def. Kateryna Pale-
o DrAne Tz 8.
itzler, Germany, def. Damla Gunay,
Turkey, 163152
U Wu, Taiwan, def. Narguis Nabieva,
Tajikistan, 150 12,
Poland, def. Maydenia

rduy Gonzale:
Vikiorlya ios e, Kazikhstan, def.
ridger, Australia, 150-145.

Margarita Galinovskaya, Russia, def. Elena
Dostay, Russia, 153-136.

Cornelia pfoh, Germany, def. Marie
eaudet, Canada, 146-
omantz, & eete, def. Berangere

“lea SUng i south Korea, de. Lamia Bah-
nasawy, Egypt, I
Kirstin Jean Lems, south fica def. Dola
Bererlee ndi, 141
sum: atma, ndia, def. i Ju Chen,
Taiwan, m 13
el ustralia, _def.

Stephame Arnora, Ot stafes 153 11
He, China, def. Helen Palimer, Britain,
141130,
Allson willamson, Bita, def. Janet Dyk-
man, United State:
ay0 DKawauchl Japan . Nataliya Bur-
deyna, Ukrain
ona ar:mkvewwz Poland, def. Yukari
Kawasaki, la%an 119-1
Jugniuan Zharig, China, def. Aurore Tray-
an, France,
s Figueroa. Philipines, def. Natalia
valeeva, taly, 132130
dena Gallardo. Spain, def. Khatuna
Narimantie, Soorom, 18
gt BearresGraoce, def. Jo-Am Gal-
braith, Australia, 138-116.
Zekiye Keskin Sati, Turkey, def. Wiebke
Nalle, Germany, 135 15,
Mari* Piuva, mlznd def. Natalia Na-
saridze, Turkey,
mi Fo \kard i, det. oiga Pliova,
Kazaknstan, 135-128,
Natalia Eu\um\la. Russia, def. Mon Redee
Sut T Malaysia, i5g 143
Park Sung-hyin, South Korea, def. May
Mansour, sy 154105

Beach volleyhall

Dieckmann, Germany, de
Francisco Alvarez Cutino and Juan Rosel
Milanes, Cuba, 2119, yrRIRAY
Paul Laciga'and Martin Laciga, Switzer-
fand, ngAf Robert Nowotny and peter Gart-
ustr 12,

en
Jimingey Round
Andreas Scheunrpﬂu% and Christoph

Herrera, Spain,
def. Nikolas Berger and Florian Gosch, Aus:
[Tt
iren and Stein Metzger, United
aes, def, Andrew schachtand Josh Slack,
Rt 5228 za;{z 15-
ome

preli
Somatoova B Cobova, caschie:
def. Marrit Leens(ra and Rebe
Kadijk, Netherlands, 3115, 5

Cycling
W 's Road Race
1.sara Carrigan, Aus(ml\a.
2, Judith Arndt, Germany,
onds behind.
3. Olga S\yusareva Russia, 3:25:03, 39 sec-
onds behind.
Oer\une "Wood, Australia, 3:25:03, same

1, 7 sec-

5 ‘Nicole Cooke, Britain, 3:25:03, same

rjam Melchers, Netherlands, 3:
2 Seccnds behing
Joane Somarriba, Spain, 3:25:06, same

06,

"Brkristin Armstrong, Boise, Idaho, 32510,
e time.

Other Us. finishers
15. Christine Tnorhurn, Davenport, lowa,
325‘2‘118b ehind.
Dede Barry, Boulder, Colo., 42,
same time.
Fencing
Women
Individual ?’“
Semifinals

Laura Flessel-COlovie,
Mincza, Hungary, 15-14,

iagy, Hungary,
ma, France, 15- 145006,

2a, Hungary, et
Time lagy, Hung def.
F\Esse\ Cu\uwc France 15 m 4:26.
Judo
en's 66 g
ifinals’

Jozef Krnac, Slovakia, el Yordanis Arenci-
ia Verdecia, Cuba, Ippon, Kouchi-gaeshi,

Laura

Masato Uchishiba, Japan, def. Georgi Geor-
siev,Bulgaria, Ippor Kata‘gurima, 0:43.

t 1
Seorgi_ Gea Dg\ev, o aara. dr. oscar
Penas, Spain, 0000x:0000x, Golden Score.

Yordanis Arencibia Verdecia, Cuba, def.
David, Margoshlll, Georgla, ~Waze-ar
awasete ippon,

*Gold Me

Vasato Uchishiba sapen. def . dozefKrnac,
slovakia, Ippon, sumi-otoshi,

inats
Dongmei Xian, e gt Annabelle Eu-
ranie, France, Ipbon, Ura-nage,
SUKI” Yokosawa, - Japan, de( P pmariys
Carmenat Ippon,
B tsunkuml -gosh, i

Medal

Amarilys Savan Comanete, b, def, Sali
ma, Souakr, Algeria, Ippon, Tomoe-nage,
23

nze Medal Contest
llse He y\em Belgium, def. Annahel\e Eu—
ranie, France, 0001 }dmmd Golden Scor
Gol
Dongmei Xian, China, def. Vukl Yokosawa,
Japan, Ippon, Yoko-shiho-gatame, 1:06.

Shnoting

ems Trap
Final oo -
1. Alexei Alipov, Ru: el
2 Giovanni e\lle\o‘ ey 157,20 us,
jam Vella, Australia (121, 74), 14
3 e Alriaktoum. Unked Arab Emi-
ates (21, 29) 14,

Lance Bade, Vancouver, Wash. (122, 21),
6 Knaled Almudhaf, Kuwait (20, 141,
L-Otat Kirchstein, Germany (119) 1
& Vithas! Biamond. Austaa (19, 115

Giner . i
13, Sgt. 1t Class Bret & ckson, Benning-
ton, N

Women's tom I‘A..r pistol

(x-wor
1 x-Olena kSt Serome (384, 993,
4833,

Messages o

Hello Armed Service Personnel.

1'wanted to let you know that

you are in My families prayers
and we wish you a safe return home swift-
ly. We watch you battle the sandstorms
and this war. We are behind you. My
brother is in the Army and my dad is
would like to sharc a paem
my daughter wrote...God bless you alll The

retired Navy, 1

Parker Family

and I are pra

Hi nubbie what i like o call u.
don't know if u will ever see Life
this.. But i mmted to tell u that
g foru...
loved u for-a while and if things had been
different i would have asked u myself..
Know that i love u just the way u are.. U
were brought into my life to help me to
grow. [ love God for sending u in my life
4 that reason., 1dolove u. kimmie

We love you. Thank you for all
your work over there and to
Stefanie too. Please stay

service while over there. A. Rathburn

against them

We are indivisible
We are justice
We are ONE

o fragite

1 have

And as
These true heroes

To make sure we are safe
My iears are Red

Aud White

Avd Blue

My dieart and soul mourns for the fallen
So I shatl paint the ruth in blood

The terrarists are {ike a coited smake, ready 1o srike

Snapping af uy with the jaws of a great and venamous beast
That are dogaing on o heels

Their hot breath noxiows and suffocating us as we striggle

Bt America is the mougoose, the killer of smakes
Anterica is the grear knight, that slays e beast

Sar live each day like you can [
if you shall dic tonore

Rushing into fires and warfare
Ta save a child that doesirs even knew their naine

Aned wipe away the evil threats with tears
the  With Liberry aud Jusiice for All
Amen

f Support

To our brave soidiers, I wamed 10 share a paem my 13 yr old
daughter weote in honor of you! 1 hope it gives you the strength
she seex in her uncle and the vest of you!

Antber Brooke Parker

ol 5a, Sekari, Serbia:Montenegro (387,
Maria Grozdeva, Bulgaria (386, 96.3),

Ren, China (384, 98.3), 482.
5. x-Natalia Paderina, Ru:

s, 95.9),

6. Munkhbayar Dorjsuren, Germany (385,
96.9), 4819,

7. 'Cornelia Froelich, Switzerland (384,
97.5), 4815,

& Jrada Ashumova, Azerbaljan (386,954,

16, Rebecca sryden,
(3809, 380.0.
Elizabeth Callahan, Columbia,

o unction, Coo.

0 Breaststroke
Kosuke a, Japan, 1:00.08.
Bonen oo, Havenorll‘ opa« 1:00.25.

arren Mew. dritan, |

i 1 ndo Ferns, 4813 Dariay
W36; ‘Ryk Neethling, 479D,
"5 Netherlands (ohan_ Kenkhuis, 4981;

wmga Zastrow, 40251 Klass:Erk Zuering.
Pieter van den Hoogenband, 46.79

X Verona, . 4757
Lezak, Irvine, Calit, 47.86),3:

Ko Ay Kapraiou, 527, Evaeny
Lagunov, 49.17; Denis leankov, 49.25; Alex-
ander Popov, 48.06), 3:15.75

. laly Lorenzo Vistara, 45.16; Filpo

; Michele Scarica, 4.1, Chiis-
Todd

n Gal A
4 et (ke Kim, 4937
am;m sullivan, 49.19; lan

& rman¥ icns Scmemer, 49.88; Lars
rad, Jorsten spannéberg, 45.24
Sl herbet, 30, Turh
ch
tterfly
ustralia, 57.72
; SEa Jeorzaizak poian
. Inge de Bruiin, Netherlznds,
 Jess schipper: Australia 5622,
. Jennifer Thompson, Dover, \.H.
T MOrauCous, Sovakis S6
" Alena Popcl hanke, Belas, 5306,
- Junko Onishi, Jay 3.

y
 Laure Manaudo Francs
Zeicaak, Poland,
o, Lake Forest, calit,

c, Romania, 4:06.34.

a Pote
b, oo

o chike Vamada, sapan, 4101
 Linda Mackenzie, Australia,
& Rebecca Cooke, Britain, 4:11.35

Tennis

i
A Roand
Jarkko N\elrynen, iAo def, ven Hsun

eli Lugez, Spain def. Robin Soder-
ling, Swede:
Lee Hyung-taik,
Zabaleta Argen ntina, 4-6, 6-3,
andy Roddick (2); Umled Statss, def. Flav-
fo saretta, Brazil 6.3, 7:6 (4),
def, Juan lanacio

irnyi, Belart
Chela (D, Argentina,

uan Carlos Ferrero (5 Soam et
Arazi, Morocco, 6-3, 6-1.

South Korea, def. Mariano

Marcos Baghdatis, Cyorus, det. Gregory
Carraz, France, 5-7, 7:6
Jiri Novak, Czechi Republic, def. Tim Hen-
man (), Britain, 63,
Sebatlen Grosiean (8), France, def. Luis
iorna, Peru, 6-2, 7-5.
Marat Safin (9), Russia, def. Karol Kucera,
slovakia, 6
Nicolas Kiefer (14), Germany, def. iadimir
Valichkoy Belarus, ¢
o Gonsales {16y, ch
stanlmas Economids, Groéce, 7
e Arthurs,

nescu ke
Wikhail Youzfiny, Russia, def. Xavier Ma-
lsse, Belgum, & 52
carommy Hass, Germany, det. Mario Ancic,
oo
Mardynsh United States, def. Jonas Bjork-
man, Sweder, 76 (1.

Vyes Allegro and Roger Federer, Switzer-
Jand, def, Marlusz Fyrtenberg and Marcin
MatKowsk, Poland
ekmand Gonpalez-and  Nicolas Massu
chile, def, Mark Knowles, Bahamas, and
nited Statés, 7.5, 04,
Banil Nestor and freder Tever G
ad,def KarolBeckand Bominik Hroaty, G-

Vichael | and Fabrice Santoro,
France K ), def Xavler Malisse and Olivier
Rochus, Belgium, 6-3, 6-2.

schnyder (mx Swltzerland def.
ary, 6

Patt
Petra Mandula, Hun
or-ieong, South “ores, det. Kaia
Kaepl, Estonia, 7
s s e States, def.
Melinda ceink. ringary.
Al Sugbans @ Toban."de. Zheng s,
China, 4-

Sanicia-Rartuchova, Slovaka, def. Clau-
dine Schaul, Luxembourg, 6-1
Francescd schivaone (1), Ilaly.def Shino-

\2bigla 2ltaga, Colombia,def. Jelena Jan-
ovi
Ma‘ ‘Slovakia, det. Saori Obata,

Bia Voo Kabchi, Venezuela, def. Anne
Kremer, Luxembourg, 6-3, 6-4.

AmelieMauresmo _and Mary _Pierce,
france, de. elenl Daniilidoy St enristing
Zachariadou, Greece, 7-

Weughtl ing
ok a&l\‘Mu(\u, Turke ?1 135.00; 1, 160.00),
ilo
e N, China, (2, 13000; 2, 1750,
65 Sedat Atuc, Turkey, (4,125.00,3,15.00),
1541.' ali Dzerbianiou, Belarus, (3, 127.50; 6,

5. 0scar Albeiro_Figueroa Mosquera, Co-
lombiz, (5, 125.00; 5, 15500), 280.00.
‘5 : Adrian 10an Jigau, Romaia, (7, 12000:4,

1o asslo Tancsics, Hungary, 6, 12250 7,
8. Jadi Setiadi, Indonesia, (3, 117.50; 8,
145.00), 262.50.
Women

53 ke
lomporn Polsal, Thailand, (1, 97.50; 1,
), 222.50 kilograms.
ma Lisa Rumbewas, Indonesia, (2,
, 115.00), 210.00.
ahel ‘Mosquera Mena, Colombia, (3,
ghaa‘am Sanamacha Chanu, India,
(6,82.50;3, 10750,
&, Marioara Munteanu, Romania, (5, 85.00;
5,105.00),
6. Nastassia Novikava, Belarus, (4, 87.50; 7,
102.50), 190.00.
7. Dika. TDUE, Papua New Guinea, (7, 75.00;
6, 102.50), 17
4%y L achaume, France, 8, 75.00; 5,
100.00), 175.00.

4, Thi
2

Turkey’s ‘Little Dynamo’
earns third straight gold

The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — The
world’s strongest little man didn’t
let a lot of big talk get to him.

Halil Mutlu won his third con-
secutive Olympic weightlifting
gold medal, ignoring his biggest
rival’s prediction that the Little
Dynamo was ready to lose with
yet another overpowering perfor-
mance Sunday on the sport’s big-
gest stage.

Mutlu, his career in doubt two
years ago following two serious in-
juries, joined Turkish predeces-
sor Naim Suleymanoglu and
Greece’s Pyrros Dimas and
Khaki Kakiasvilis as a three-time
weightlifting gold medalists. Both
Greek lifters go for their fourth
consecutive golds later in the Ath-
ens Olympics.

Mutlu so idolized the now-re-
tired Suleymanoglu, the Pocket
Hercules, that he patterned his

walk after him. When it comes to
mimicking Mutlu at 123 pounds
(56 kg), no one can compare.

China’s Wu Meijin thought he
could, as the two-time defending
world champion recently called
the 31-year-old Mutlu “old and no
longer formidable.” Guess again.

Mutlu, only 4-foot-11 yet one of
just four men to lift three times
his body weight, remained un-
beaten against all active weight-
lifters. He hasn’t lost since finish-
ing second at the 1995 worlds,
and has won 16 of his last 17
‘world-level competitions.

Earlier on a day of weightlift-
ing firsts, world champion Udom-
porn Polsak got the one that count-
ed most by becoming the first
woman from Thailand to win an
Olympic gold medal.

Polsak held off Indonesia’s Lisa
Raema Rumbewas at 117 pounds
(53kg) by winning only the third
gold medal for Thailand.
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S. Africa relay win ends Phelps’ bid for 8

The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — South Africa
spoiled the expected duel between the Unit-
ed States and Australia in the 400-meter fre-
estyle relay Sunday night, winning the gold
medal in world-record time and assuring
that Michael Phelps won't surpass Mark
Spitz’s record of seven Olympic golds.

The best Phelps can do is tie Spitz after
the South Africans cruised to a stunning
win in 3 minutes, 13.17 seconds. The Neth-
erlands took silver at 3:14.36, while Phelps
and his American teammates could man-
age only bronze at 3:14.62.

1t was the worst showing ever for the
Americans, who had never lost an Olympic
400 free relay until they were upset by the
Australians at the 2000 Sydney Games,
with both teams breaking the previous
world record.

The Aussie mark of
tered by the South African team of Roland
Schoeman, Lyndon  Ferns, Darian
Townsend and Ryk Neethling. Schoeman
went out strong, and Neethling closed it
out with an amazing 47.91 on the final 100.

The Americans were doomed by Ian
Crocker’s dismal start. He went out in
50.05 — the worst 100 of any swimmer —

13.67 was shat-

and left his teammates with a margin they
could not make up.

Phelps went second and got the Ameri-
cans up to sixth with a time of 48.74. Neil
Walker and Jason Lezak tried furiously to
catch the South Africans, to no avail. Swim-
ming the anchor, Lezak expended so much
energy on his first 50 that he was passed by
Pieter van den Hoogenband of the Nether-
lands at the wall.

At least the Americans got a medal. The
Australians were a disappointing sixth, un-
able to catch up even with Ian Thorpe
swimming the anchor leg.

Using the same team in the morning, the
South Africans nearly set a world record in
the preliminaries with a time of 3:13.84.

The American team of Gabe Woodward,
Nate Dusing, Neil Walker and Gary Hall
Jr. was second in 3:15.83, with Italy third
in 3:16.18.

In a hint of their troubles to come, Aus-
tralia was only the sixth-fastest qualifier,
tied with France at 3:17.64.

The American coaches put Phelps on the
team at the expense of Hall, an eight-time
Olympic medalist who has griped that U.S.
coaches were giving Phelps special treat-
ment in his bid to break Spitz’s 1972 record
from the Munich Games.

Fernandez masters

foein U.S.

The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Lisa
Fernandez and the U.S. softball
team showed no mercy — again.

Fernandez allowed one hit and
the Americans dominated their

Olympic
nemesis  Aus-
tralia, blowing

thy

Olympic

briefs

two-time
bronze medal-
ists 10-0 Sun-
day in a game called after five
nings because the Aussies were
too far behind.

International rules state a
game ends whenever a team
trails by seven runs or more after
five innings — the so-called
slaughter rule.

This one certainly qualified.

After an eight-run fourth in-
ning, all Fernandez had to do was
get three outs in the fifth to finish
off Australia (1-1), the only team
to beat the United States twice in
Olympic competition. Both times,
Fernandez was the loser.

Stacey ~Nuveman  hit
three-run homer off Melanie
Roche to cap the Americans’ big
fourth-inning. Her shot to center
sent the U.S. bench into a frenzy
and put a shiver through the rest
of the eight-team field.

The United States (2-0), seek-
ing its third straight gold medal,
has won its first two games in
Greece by a combined 17-0 score
with both ending via the mercy
rule. The Americans beat Italy on

shutout

ed the bout Sunday by showing
up overweight.

Arash Miresmaeili, a favorite
in the 66kg class, was declared
overweight at the morning
weigh-in and disqualified for his
first-round bout against Ehud
Vaks.

After Thursday’s draw, the Ira-
nian press agency IRNA quoted
Miresmaeili as saying: “I refused
to play against an Israeli rival to
sympathize with the oppressed
Palestinian people.”

Iran does not recognize Israel
and bans any contact with the
Jewish state.

The International Judo Federa-
tion met to consider the circum-
stances around the disqualifica-
tion and will meet again Monda
said federation spokesman Mich:
el Brousse.

Miresmaeili was world judo
champion in 2001 and 2003 and
finished fifth at the Sydney Olym-
pics. He carried the Iranian flag
at Friday’s opening ceremony.

U.S. women’s gymnasts
in second after qualifying
The U.S. women’s gymnastics
teams stumbled to the finish of its
qualifying round Sunday, botch-
ing the final two events to drop
more than a half-point behind Ro-
mania. The Romanians finished
with 152436 points while the
Americans scored 151.848.
The top eight teams advance
and to Tuesday’s team final.
Based on the preliminaries, the

Hall didn’t even show up for the final to
cheer his teammates on. Woodward and
Dusing were in the Americans contingent.

Inindividual events, Kosuke Kitajima of
Japan got the upper hand on American
Brendan Hansen at just the right time, win-
ning gold in the 100-meter breaststroke.

Kitajima set a world record at last year’s
world championships in Barcelona, only to
have the mark snatched away by Hansen
at last month’s U.S. Olympic trials.

Neither came close to breaking Hans-
en’s record (59.30 seconds) on a windy
night at the Athens pool. But Kitajima was
fast enough, capturing the gold in 1:00.08.
Hansen, who led slightly at the turn, faded
to second in 1:00.25

Hansen actually went faster in the semi-
finals, setting an Olympic record of
1:00.01. He couldn’t match it in the final,
when the weather took a turn from the
sweltering temperatures of the first day.

Hugues Duboscq of France took the
bronze at 1:00.88.

Laure Manaudou of France won the wom-
en’s 400-meter freestyle in 4 minutes, 5.34
seconds. Otylia Jedrzejczak of Poland took
the silver in 4:05.84. Kaitlin Sandeno of
Lake Forest, Calif., won bronze in 4:06.19.

Petria Thomas of Australia upset defend-

ANT OFFICER

ing Olympic champion Inge de Bruijn in
the 100-meter butterfly, while American
Jenny Thompson was once again denied
an individual gold.

De Bruijn, the 30-year-old Dutch star,
went out strong and was ahead of
world-record pace at the turn. But she
faded in the final 50, getting passed by both
Thomas and Otylia Jedrzejczak of Poland.

Thomas won gold in 57.72 seconds, off
the pace of de Bruijn’s world record swim
(56.61) at the 2000 Sydney Games. But the
Aussie wasn’t concerned with time, finally
getting gold after taking silver in Atlanta
eight years ago and bronze at Sydney.

Jedrzejczak took silver in 57.84, while de
Bruijn settled for bronze at 57.99.

The 31-year-old Thompson was denied
her 12th Olympic medal when she touched
the wall fifth in 58.72. She shares the ca-
reer record for swimming medals — in-
cluding eight golds from relays — with
Mark Spitz, Matt Biondi and Carl Osburn.

Thompson helped the United States win
a silver behind Australia in the 400 free-
style relay Saturday. But her only individu-
al medals in three previous Olympics are
silver and bronze, both in the 100 freestyle.

Her last chance for individual gold
comes in the 50 free, but she’s not consid-
ered a strong contender.

There's never been a better time to be a Warrant Officer. APPLY NOW! Be a technical

expert in one of 58 specialties. Available in Criminal Investigation, Military Intelligence,
Special Forces, Maintenance Management and other specialties. Aviator is open to all
enlisted ranks and M0Ss. Go to www.goarmy.com or www.army.mil

gold may be a showdown be-
tween the United States, the reign-
ing world champions, and the Ro-
manians, who won gold four

Saturday.

Iranian judo champ out
International judo officials are

investigating whether a two-time
champion from Iran who report-
edly said he wouldn't fight an Is-
racli opponent deliberately avoid-

years ago in Sydney.
Russia is third with 149.420

points. China, another medal fa-

vorite, competed later Sunday.
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Indians
rockin’
at home

Twins’ lead cut
to one game in
AL Central race

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — A packed sta-
dium. A pennant chase. It’s just
like the good old days at Jacobs
Field.

This time it's Victor Martinez
and Travis Hafner pounding
teams, instead of Albert Belle and
Jim Thome.

Playing in front of their first

sellout
AL

Roundup

pulled within
one game of the
AL Central
lead, scoring four runs in the first
inning and beating Minnesota 7-1
Saturday night.

“We are their whipping boy
right now and we don’t like that, 4
Twins manager Ron Gardenhire
said.

The Indians have not had a
piece of the division lead this late
in the season since 2001.

Cleveland has won six straight
and 10 of 11, gaining seven games
on the Twins in 10 days. Minneso-
ta, which has lost eight of 10, had
a season-high six-game lead over
the Indians and Chicago White
Sox after last Sunday’s games.

“They’re a at team. We
know that,” Indians pitcher Jake
Westbrook said of the Twins.
“We've just come out real strong
early on them and been able to
hold them off.”

J
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Tampa Bay’s Joey Gathright is tagged out by Texas shortstop Michael Young, left, during a rundown in the second inning of Saturday’s game.

Westbrook (11-5) won for the
fifth time in six starts, giving up
one run and five hits in seven in-
nings. He was helped by in-
ning-ending double plays in the
fourth and fifth.

“He was able to make some big
pitches in some tough situations,”
Indians manager Eric Wedge
said.

Hafner hit a two-run homer in
the first inning, Casey Blake hit a
solo shot and Ronnie Belliard’s
major league-leading 41st double
off the wall in left scored Ben
Broussard from first for a 4-0
lead. Martinez added a three-run
homer in the fifth.

“This is one of my favorite ball-
parks,” Minnesota’s Torii Hunter
said. “To see it filled up like the
old days is cool. And they are play-
ing like the old Indians, t00.”

Yankees 6, Mariners 4: John
Olerud hit a tiebreaking, two-run
single in the eighth inning against
his former team, helping New
York win its fourth straight.

Shigetoshi Hasegawa (4-5) hit
Gary Sheffield with a pitch lead-
ing off the eighth, then allowed
Bernie Williams’ double. George
Sherrill  intentionally ~ walked
Ruben Sierra with one out to face
Olerud, who is hitting .333 with
11 RBIs in nine games with the
Yankees.

Athletics 6, Royals 1: Mark
Kotsay made a run-saving sliding
catch on Ruben Mateo’s blooper
to center to preserve a tie in the
top of the sixth, then homered off
Brian Anderson (2-10) to lead off
a five-run bottom half of the in-
ning for the host A’s.

Rich Harden (7-5) won his

fourth straight decision, allowing
one run and five hits in six in-
nings.

Blue Jays 7, Orioles 2: Josh
Towers (8-4) allowed two runs
and six hits in 6%/ innings to beat
his former team and win for the
sixth time in seven starts. Justin
Speier and Kerry Ligtenberg fin-
ished with hitless relief as host
Toronto stopped a four-game los-
ing streak and improved to 2-4
since John Gibbons replaced the
fired Carlos Tosca as manager.

Red Sox 4, White Sox 3: David
Ortiz’s second homer of the game
broke an eighth-inning tie and
Curt Schilling (14-6) got his first
home victory in seven weeks as
Boston beat visiting Chicago.

Manny Ramirez hit his 30th
homer and is tied with Ortiz for
the AL lead.

Rangers 6, Devil Rays 5:
Kevin Mench hit a go-ahead
home run in the fifth inning and
Gary Matthews Jr. added a solo
shot to lead host Texas over
Tampa Bay.

Francisco Cordero got three
outs for his 35th save and 15th in
arow.

Angels 11, Tigers 8: Chone
Figgins hit a tiebreaking two-run
homer and drove in four runs for
host Anaheim.

Figgins’ fourth homer of the
season triggered a five-run sixth
inning against rookie Roberto
Novoa (1-1). David Eckstein, Jose
Guillen and Robb Quinlan also
homered for the Angels.

Carlos Pena homered twice for
the Tigers, who also got home
runs from Rondell White and
Ivan Rodriguez.

Cardinals can’t

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Chipper Jones
homered twice, Andruw Jones
also homered and pinch-hitter
Julio Franco had a go-ahead,
two-run double in the seventh in-
ning to lead Atlanta over St. Louis
9-7 on Saturday, squaring at a
game apiece the weekend series
between NL division leaders.

Rafael Furcal had a home run
among his four hits as the Braves
opened a season-high eight-game
lead over second-place Philadel-
phia in the NL East. Furcal had
four hits.

Albert Pujols homered twice
for St. Louis, increasing his total
to 35, one behind Cincinnati’s
Adam Dunn.

St. Louis, 12%s games ahead of
second-place Chicago in the NL
Central, took a 7-6 lead with an un-
earned run in the seventh off An-
tonio Alfonseca (6-4).

Ray King (4-2) was the loser,
and John Smoltz got four outs for
his 29th save.

Cubs 2, Dodgers 0: Kerry
Wood (7-5) homered and allowed
four hits and struck out seven in
eight innings as host Chicago won
for just the third time in eight
games.

He hit his seventh homer in 305
career at-bats in the third inning
off Kazuhisa Ishii (11-6), a drive
into the left-field bleachers
against a 15 mph wind. Chicago
added a run in the fifth when
Michael Barrett tripled leading
off and scored on Corey Patter-
son’s two-out single.

Mike Remlinger finished with

keep up with the Jones

a one-hit ninth for his first save
since Aug. 22, 2001, for Atlanta
against San Diego. Los Angeles,
the NL West leader, had won
eight of 11.

Giants 7, Phillies 6: Yorvit Tor-
realba hit a tiebreaking homer in
the eighth inning off former Giant
Felix Rodriguez (4-6).

Cody Ransom, Dustan Mohr
and Marquis Grissom also hom-
ered for visiting San Francisco,
which has won three in a row for
the first time in a month.

Pirates 6, Rockies 1: Jose
Castillo drove in a career-high
three runs to back Oliver Perez
(8-6). Castillo and Craig Wilson
homered for the host Pirates, who
had lost two straight after win-
ning four in a row. Castillo, a rook-
ie second baseman, was 3-for-4
with two singles.

Perez matched his career high

with seven walks, but allowed
only one run and two hits in six in-
nings, striking out six.

Colorado’s Vinny Castilla hom-
ered for the second straight
game.

Marlins 11, Brewers 1: Jeff
Conine’s third grand slam of the
season highlighted visiting Flori-
da’s seven-run ninth inning.

Dontrelle Willis (9-8) threw
seven innings and Paul Lo Duca
and Miguel Cabrera each drove
in two runs for the Marlins, who
had lost six of seven on the road.

Mets 4, Diamondbacks 3: CIiff
Floyd homered and drove in
three runs and New York extend-
ed visiting Arizona’s losing streak
to nine games. Al Leiter (9-4)
worked into the seventh inning to
earn the victory, the Mets’ third
in arow and fourth in five games.

Expos 8, Astros 3: Nick

Johnson hit his first NL grand
slam, Tony Armas Jr. pitched five
hitless innings before leaving be-
cause of a high pitch count and
host Montreal stretched its sea-
son-best winning streak to seven.

Armas, pitching for the first
time in 18 days and limited to 77
pitches, became the second
straight Expos starter to have a
hitless outing. Jon Rauch went
4%/5 innings Friday before leaving
because of injury.

Reds 11, Padres 5: Wily Mo
Pena humered twice and drove in
four runs, helping host Cincinnati
beat San Diego.

Pena and Darren Bragg hit
home runs on back-to-back pitch-
es from Brian Lawrence (11-10)
to spark a six-run sixth. In the
next inning, Pena followed Adam
Dunn’s major-league leading
36th homer with his 21st on con-
secutive pitches from Rod Beck.
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Singh takes charge of PGA Championship

BY DOUG FERGUSON
The Associated Press

HAVEN, Wis. — Whistling
Straits is suddenly the least of
anyone’s worries. Even more
daunting is Vijay Singh in control
of his game and in the lead at the
PGA Championship.

‘When his 5-foot par putt disap-
peared into the cup on the final
hole Saturday, Singh clenched his
fist and raised his putter, the
most valuable club in his bag. It
took him 54 holes to get the lead
all to himself, and it could not
have come at a better time — or a
better place.

“They have to play one shot bet-
ter now,” Singh said after a
3-under 69.

Flawless over the final 13 holes
as a pack of contenders fell away,
the 41-year-old Fijian emerged as
the man to beat Saturday, taking
a one-shot lead over Justin Le-
onard on a course that should
play right into Singh’s hand.

Leonard had a two-shot lead
until he made bogeys on the 15th
(518 yards) and the 18th (500
yards), two of the toughest par 4s
on the longest course (7,514
yards) in the history of major
championship golf.

Ernie Els was right there until
he started hitting it into the hay,
costing him precious shots over
the closing holes and leaving him
in a large group four shots behind

that includes Masters champion
Phil Mickelso:

“It will be lense out there,”
Singh said. “I'm going to try to
beat everybody in the field if I
can. I'm in the best position right
now to do that.”

He was at 12-under 204, poised
to turn a great year into his best
ever. Singh has won the last
seven tournaments when he had
at least a share of the 54-hole
lead, dating to the Houston Open
two years ago. And this lead
didn’t happen by accident.

Ditching the belly putter for
the conventional length two
weeks ago when he won the
Buick Open, Singh took only 25
putts in the third round and avoid-
ed bogey by lagging his long putts
to tap-in range.

Leonard was at 205, giving him
a third chance at winning the
PGA. The former British Open
champion drove into a bunker on
the 15th and could not reach the
green, and came up short with a
3-iron on the final hole, going into
a bunker and making a nice
two-putt for bogey.

“Vijay is an incredible player,”
Leonard said. “I’s going to be a
fun day. I get to go head-to-head
with one of the best players in the
world, if not the best player in the
world. At the same time, I have to
play a Pete Dye golf course that's
pretty difficuit.”

It proved plenty difficult down

the stretch for Els, Briny Baird
and even Mickelson, although all
of them are in contention.

Els, one of four players with at
least a share of the lead at one
time Saturday, narrowly missed
four birdie putts on the back nine
and it caught up with him when
he started missing fairways.

The Big Easy had to made a
great up-and-down on the 18th
from some 60 yards for bogey, giv-
ing him a 72 and leaving him in a
large group at 8-under 208 that in-
cluded Mickelson (67), Darren
Clarke (72), Stephen Ames (69)
and Chris Riley (69), who is trying
to sneak onto the Ryder Cup team.

s DiMarco had a 71 and
was. another shot behind.

Missing from the mix is Tiger
Woods, which is no longer a big
surprise.

Woods was poised to at least
get into the picture until he lost
his momentum with the click of a
camera on No. 7, then failed to
make birdie on the back nine.

Singh can put a stamp on an
amazing career with a victory
Sunday. It would be his 20th ca-
reer victory on the PGA Tour and
third major, credentials worthy of
the Hall of Fame.

He can attribute it to his putter,
which has held him back so many
times in the majors.

Singh kept Leonard in sight
with a 10-foot birdie on No. 10
and an 8-foot par save on the next

AP

Vijay Singh celebrates a birdie on the 13th hole during the third round
of the PGA Championship at Whistling Straits in Haven, Wis.

hole, then pulled even on the long
holes where Leonard struggled.

“I knew those last four holes
would be very tough this after-
noon,” said Leonard, noting that
all of them played into a slight
breeze.

The forecast is for slightly

stronger wind in the ﬁnal ruund
Equally important as

lead, Singh had a four shot advan-
tage on everyone else.

“That putt on the last meant a
lot,” Singh said. “Being four ahead
of the pack, they’ve got to play one
shot better to catch me now.”

Nobody tells your story the way we do.

When froops deploy, our reporters go with them. Contact them today by emailing iraq@ma
STARSu,#STRIPES.

Your Hometown Newspaner

R

orter Kent Harris

tells your story from
your perspective.

stripes.osd.mi
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Puerto Rico sends USA tumbling

Embarrassing rout gives
NBA stars first-ever loss

Singh leads PGA Championship,
but Els, Leonard close behind
entering final round, Page 31

—

A

Team USA's Allen Iverson, left, goes out of bounds as he's fouled by Puerto Rico's Joe Ortiz in the
first half of an Olympics preliminary round game in Helliniko, Greece. Puerto Rico routed the Ameri-
cans 92-73, the first time a U.S. team has lost in the Olympic Games using NBA players.

in Olympic competition

BY CHRIS SHERIDAN
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — In an upset as
historic as it was inevitable, Tim Dun-
can, Allen Iverson and the rest of the
U.S. basketball team lost 92-73 to Puer-
to Rico on Sunday, only the third Olym-
pic defeat ever for the Americans.

It was also the most lopsided loss in
the Games for the U.S. team, alarming
not only for its significance but also for
its decisiveness.

Puerto
which had lost to lhe
Americans five
times in the past 13 | in the 2004 Olympics through
months, took control | Sunday, Aug.
in the first half, led
by 22 at halftime and | Somt™
gamely held off a | Aygyafia .

fourth-quarter come-

United States ..
back for one of e

@ Russia

biggest SDOITS | Japan

achievements in the | prance

island territory’s his- | jray

tory. RIS
The loss Was a | Ukraine

blow to the Ameri- | Hungary .

cans’ confidence, but
it did little to hurt
their gold medal
chances. They need only to finish in
the top four of their six-team group to
reach the quarterfinals.

Still, the defeat will go a long way to-
ward giving the competition the bold
idea that it's someone else’s turn to
move to the top of a sport that’s been
dominated by one country for nearly
three-quarters of a century.

As Carlos Arroyo left the court with
just over a minute left, he defiantly
pulled at the words “Puerto Rico” on
his jersey. He led his team with 24

points.

Anyone in America who didn’t see
this coming hadn’t been paying atten-
tion to the way international basket-

Netherlands

Leaders after 25 medal events

SRR N ]

ball has been changing.

The U.S. nearly lost in the semifi-
nals at Sydney on a last-second miss
by Lithuania, then dropped three
games on its home turf in the 2002
World Championships in Indianapolis
— the first losses ever by a U.S. team
of NBA pmfessmnals

This year’s team, weakened by the
defections and rejections of 12 top
players, opened its pre-Olympic tour
of Europe with
17-point loss to Italy
and a last-second vic-
tory over Germany
— a pair of games in
which their vulnera-
bility to a tight zone
defense was clearly
exposed.

Puerto Rico used
that defensive strate-
gy, too, and the Amer-
icans could do next
to nothing against it.

After Lamar
Odom made their
first  three-pointer,
the Americans
missed 16 straight.
They tried to get the
ball inside, but Puer-
to Rico collapsed several defenders
into the paint and took the U.S. team’s
best player, Duncan, out of the offen-
sive equation.

American teams had been 24-0
since the professional Olympic era
began with the 1992 Dream Team, but
now there is a blemish on their record
to go with their two losses to the Soviet
Union in the 1972 gold medal game
and the 1988 semifinals.

They handled the loss to Puerto
Rico with grace, congratulating their
opponents and joining them in a hud-
dle at center court before both teams
exited to a standing ovation.

'he U.S Olympic team’s record now
stands at 109-3.

Total
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Relay bronze
ends Phelps’
advance quest for eight
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Spurs’ Ginobili lifts
Argentina at buzzer
Page 25
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Surprising Indians cut Twins’ AL Gentral lead to one game rage



